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The Trinity – Trinity Sunday 2008

Today is the most embarrassing day in the church’s calendar - Trinity Sunday

God is three and God is one – 1 in 3 and 3 in 1

Q.  How do we explain this to our cynical sons and daughters, nieces and nephews, work colleagues and neighbours

· and don’t even mention the Jehovah’s Witnesses or the Mormons on the door step

Even though this is the foundational teaching of the Christian faith

· we are so embarrassed and confused by it that we have, by and large, ignored it

· using as a convenient ending to a prayer or a psalm

Karl Rahner, was a German theologian, one of the most influential Roman Catholic theologians of the 20th century

“If this doctrine was found to be false and dropped tomorrow, 95% of Christianity and our daily lives would remain unchanged”

It seems to have hardly any practical implication for daily Christian living

So we spend our Trinity sermons trying to square the circle (or in this case triangle the circle)

A lady wrote to the Times a little before Easter this year and made a plea:

“Please could preachers speak about the resurrection life of Jesus this Easter rather than giving us a forensic argument about proofs for the bodily resurrection of Jesus?  Please could they talk about the transforming power of love.”?

The same plea could be made for Trinity Sunday

· as if has often simply become an arithmetic problem to be solved forensically

· how do you make 3 = 1, and 1 = 3?

· presented with images of clover leaves (or shamrocks for the Catholics), and convoluted arguments about water ice and steam – all of which are heresies and have not helped changed our lives

Now we do have to find someway of talking about God

· and so we search for similes and metaphors

· which is the language of approximation
· “it is like this . . . .”  or “it is like that . . . . “  language of the parables

But we struggle to find many things to help us here

E.G.  So let me try and give you some help with an example that I hope is more help than heresy

Andy and Ruth – three daughters – Libby, Amy and Esther

Q.  If I asked Andy, does he (they) love each with all of his heart and all of his love? YES

· How does he do that?  is it 1/3 to each of the girls?  NO!

a.  3=1 and 1=3

b.  he can only do this if L, A & E are in a relationship with each other

You see, love cannot be understood by logical mathematical knowledge

· it is not irrational, but beyond that limited way of thinking – trans-rational

· and God cannot be understood that way either – as God is love

So going back to Andy and the girls

How does this love he has for L, A & E make sense to him – doesn’t mathematically

· he knows it, because he experiences it

And ultimately, knowledge of God can only be known that way - participatory knowledge

· we cannot know God as we know and object

· the mystery of God can only be known from the inside

· just as it is with the love Andy has for his girls – he just knows he knows
The same is true for any relationship

Q.  How do I know I love Rosie and she loves me?  

· Simply by living in the relationship

· by being connected – what we call marriage – the two become one

Now we say, ‘the Trinity is a mystery in the end of the day’

· not something that cannot be understood – the common understanding

· but something that is infinitely understandable – as there is so much to know

· something/someone you can only get a small grasp of – as we are finite

Well, where does this get us?

The Trinity, God himself/herself is not a theory to be cerebrally understood – as no person is

· but a relationship to be lived in and experienced from the INSIDE

The fundamental principle of God is “a being living in a relationship of love” – Father, Son and Holy Spirit

There are two mains thrusts that follow on from this:

1.  God is drawing us into this open relationship where love is passed from one to another

in fact, God is the love shared around

The gospel of Jesus is an invitation - to live in this love

· it is all about connectedness and community

“I in you and you in me” as Jesus says

“if you know me, you know the Father” - not head knowledge, soul knowledge

we are being included in this love that is one and three

St Paul also talks of us being drawn into God

· one of his most popular terms – talks of being “in Christ” – daring language

· in his Athens speech he quotes a local poet, “In him we live and move and have our being” and applies it to God

Knowing about a person is no substitute for knowing a person

2.  Pastoral and church life implications

We are called to mirror what is in God

· to model a relationship of love

· where love is received

· and where love is given

· and outsiders invited in

but is does required our permission and vulnerability

If we do not have this, no end of organising and planning church life will give this to us

The organisation of the life of the church has to flow from this foundation of love received and love given - as happens eternally in God

St Paul (1 Cor 13) “If I have all these things but not have love, I am nothing”

· because all reality is, in the end, relational

· we cannot live as divided beings and still be people who reflect the image of God

· So the only sin we can ultimately commit is resisting being drawn into the love of Father, Son and Holy Spirit – (Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit)

It simply has to be received

· Not understood with the head (such understanding does have value, but thinking won’t get you there)

· God can only be know from the inside

· “through Christ, and with Christ and in Christ” – in the communion prayer 

Conclusion

God is not a mathematical problem to be solved

· but a cycle of love to fall into

· and to be mirrored here in our life together

A Prayer

God in Trinity,

you not unknowable 

only much more than we can ever know. 

You are an eternal relationship of love

where one can be three and three can be one

because you are all love.

Give us the courage to fall in your love

and abandon our ways 

of remaining isolated

in fear and misunderstanding. 

God in Trinity,

we want to live as you live,

persons yet one,

giving and receiving

in a love that can transform everything.

Receive us, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.

