Remembrance Sunday 2008 8.30am   1Thessalonians 4.13-end   Matthew 25.1-13

It is said that “War consists mainly of waiting for something to happen”

· not too unlike the bridesmaids (Maidens) in our gospel reading 

Film ‘Jarhead’ based on the experiences of solider in the 1991 Gulf war

A film critic said, “What you remember from it is the bafflement of those young
 - men trying to make sense of going to war

 - in a country they don't understand, against an enemy they cannot see

 - for a cause they don't fully fathom”

“You feel the disorientating effects of the relentless heat and the vast lonely desert spaces

and that strange alchemy that I guess only fighting men and women know:

the boredom, the tension, the fear of the waiting goes on and on, the sudden rush when action finally begins”

At the end of 1916, the year of the Battle of the Somme the poet Robert Graves looked back on his experiences as a soldier

(it is much the same as those in the desert of the Gulf War - only foggy, cold and wet)

“It is a dreary flat place . . . with the intolerable boredom of mess and not enough work to do, and people waiting their turn to go out again.  No one is at his best here.”

As Christians we believe every life is a precious life

· each name that is listed on war memorials across the world should remind us of the brutality of war and of the dignity of sacrifice

· of those who gave their lives for others, and of the needless destruction of life

· of someone who gave his life in the place of his fellow soldier, and the hand-grenade that killed him

War is always and absolutely evil - there is no way theologically to justify it

· and we should not attempt to glorify the experiences of war

· even though as the Church in our history we have tried to dress up war as ‘a crusade’

· violence will never be the chosen way of our God, or of his son Jesus Christ

Jean Vanier, the founder of the L’Arche Communities has something to say on this matter

· he is not a pacifist, but believes non-violence is the right way

· Vanier, who was once a naval officer, understand the need for properly trained armies and military interventions, as well as policeman and prisons

· the question he says, is how to be patient (now back to the theme of waiting) to what the Spirit of God is saying to the world today – (this is of course a different sort of waiting to waiting on the battlefield)

He says that Peace is not the absence of violence

· where there is isolation, separation and indifference between peoples, he says conflict can break out at any time – also true in the church

· nor is it simply civility, being nice to each other and respect for the law, in which the walls of separation between us usually remain firm

No, he says, Peace is rather the opposite to competition, rivalry and the clash of strengths

· Peace can only come, he says, when the chain of violence is broken and, most importantly, when the weaker members of society are fully welcomed, loved and respected.

This is the conversion undergone by the Good Samaritan

· who was first move by generosity, then by compassion, 
then by amazement and joy

· something dramatic happened there

· when the injured man woke up and saw that he had been saved by the enemy, I guess he may have said, "and now you are my brother and not my enemy"

We live in a political culture that believes that evil can be dealt with by destroying it

· Yet the evidence all around us is that evil is not destroyed by war but increased

· Iraq, Afghanistan, Congo, Rwanda - to name just a few

What do we say about the man or woman who gives their life on the battlefield for others?

· it is not as we wanted to be, nor is it as I believe God would have it be

· but there is a small sign here of God's different way

In God's economy war, violence, suffering, pain and injustice is dealt with by one person dying in the place of others

· but not unfortunately or accidentally

· but by the Son of God deliberately placing himself in a position where he would absorb the evil because that is the only way to do with it - attacking it violently was never the way of Jesus, as this only multiplies violence

· this folks, is the way that we are asked to walk in

· as we deal with violence in our world - whether it be in action or in word

PRAYER

To you, Creator of nature and humanity, of truth and beauty, we pray:

Hear our voice, for it is the voice of the victims of all wars and violence

among individuals and nations.

Hear our voice, 

for it is the voice of all children who suffer and who will suffer

when people put their faith in weapons and war.

Hear our voice

when we beg you to instill into the hearts of all human beings

the vision of peace, the strength of justice

and the joy of fellowship.

Hear our voice,

for we speak for the multitudes in every country and in every period of history

who do not want war and are ready to walk the road of peace.

Hear our voice

and grant insight and strength so that we may always respond

to hatred with love,

to injustice with total dedication to justice,

to need with the sharing of self,

to war with peace.

O God, hear our voice,

and grant to the world your everlasting peace.

         (Pope John Paul II at Hiroshima, Japan, 1981).

