Pentecost at Sutton St James – May 2008   Acts 2.1-21  John 20.19-23

¼ Million dead in Burma?

Yet here Cherie Blair’s memoirs were ahead of this item on the news

Pentecost is often a favoured time in the life of the church

· after Lent and the difficulties of Holy Week

· we have a season now of optimism, joy and power

· much more in the spirit of resurrection

But Pentecost is not all sunny-sunshine

Are we going to let God transform us?  If so, how?

Acts 1:4  Jesus ordered his displaces to wait in Jerusalem for the promise of the Father

· “then you will be baptized/bathed with the Holy Spirit not many days from now”

· it was then only after this wait that they moved out in great acts of power

We learn from Jesus and the coming of the Holy Spirit that the life of a Christian/disciple is to be two part:  WAITING and ACTING

  1.  Patiently and attentively waiting on God

  2.  Deliberately and decisively acting for the sake of others

But what is our normal practice?

I guess we normally bumble along doing neither

· busy, but not sure where all this busyness is getting us

· together with a nagging feeling that we are not fulfilling our properly by al this activity

The reason why we get ourselves into this state is because we do not know how to ‘wait’

1:14  “They (men and women) were constantly devoting themselves to prayer”

· not so much as in our informal prayer meetings

· but following the Jewish patterns and practices, and  . . .  waiting

Something happens in the waiting – while nothing is happening

· have you tried doing nothing?   we become restless and ill-at-ease

· Nouwen’s three journeys in the spiritual life:

1. from loneliness to solitude

2. from hostility to hospitality

3. from illusion to true prayer
Waiting is associated with boredom -  ASDA, trains, airport

· we banned the word ‘bored’ in our house as the children were growing up – looking to be entertained?

· boredom:  is actually about not being in love

· not being in love with this moment that God has given us

· not being in love with God

· somehow, what we have now never seems enough

Power – waiting for this promise of the Father

Our obsession with Power

· if only we had more we could do more

· we are impressed with power -  people (statues), nations, money, PCs, leaders, churches

· but Jesus was impressed by powerlessness

There is only one sort of power that counts

· it is the power to love, and the power of love

· courageous love

Courageous love is about taking risks for the sake of the other person and wider humanity – while being changed ourselves

· Acts 2 Peter spoke out in a potentially hostile situation

· the church emerged as a potent community – potent because of love

· not concerned about security, status or possessions

· but that others might know of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead

I fear that we have lost this radical power to love the other person (often fearing them)

· Good Samaritan – moral of which is NOT to go out and be kind to people
   but redefines who is your neighbour

· Matthew 25.31f
for you fed me, gave me drink, welcomed me, and clothed me
“when did we see you?”  “When you did it to the stranger you did it to me”

My Sermon at St Michael’s – loving the stranger, making friends

We need to learn to wait – spiritual issue

We need to act courageously when the time is right

Prayer

Lord, teach us to wait
not as it were just to receive instructions from on high
but in order that we may be ready and changed.

Lord, teach us to act
not in our usual sense of busyness
but clearly and decisively for you
in acts of risky and courageous love for others.

Amen.

