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Matthew 9.35-10.8  Andy’s Priesting June 2008-06-12

Yesterday, and he was ordained "Priest" or "Presbyter”, (or if you are theologically contentious, as priest/presbyter)
· not just because we think he is a good bloke

· but because the church at large has confirmed his sense of calling - to lead and serve in the Church of England

Today’s set gospel reading from Matthew chapters 9 & 10 is a very appropriate passage as we marked this important stage in Andy's ministry

· and as he leads us in holy Communion today

So I want to say something to Andy about our motivation for ministry

· and have the rest of you listening in to what I have to say to him from Matthew’s gospel

I will try say something about

· compassion     authority     and money

1.  Compassion 9:36

36 As Jesus saw the crowds, his heart was filled with pity for them, because they were worried and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. (Good News Bible)

NRSV (36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.)
Matthew tells us that Jesus came to proclaim the kingdom of heaven

· one commentator put this starkly, and I think helpfully, by not calling it the kingdom of heaven, but the empire of heaven

· Jesus’ message was that the way to a fulfilled and whole life, to salvation, 
was not through the Roman Empire 
nor through the empire Israel aspired to be

· but through the empire of heaven – the kingdom of heaven

This empire is built on a different motivation

· not of dominance or violence - but built on love

‘Filled with pity’

‘splangchnidzomai’ (original language) – Jesus was “Moved with compassion”

this has a stronger meaning - "a deep commotion of the entrails, a visceral commotion"

Our ministry, Andy, does not come from building our own empires, or by being the biggest and the strongest on the block (an aspiration of many churches)

And our motivation does not come just from fine sympathetic feelings

· but from a movement in our guts that we cannot ignore

· and as we know, a deep commotion of the entrails needs to be seen to

Our ministry is not something we have to do; but something we cannot not do it

· compassion is what the word means: our passion joining with the passions of others

· us feeling others’ pain and joy, their longing and fulfilment

· this is not a job to be done – but an urge (a commotion) deep within us that has to be seen to

Many people in our congregations are folk who are helpless, harassed and worried - as mentioned in the text – even though on the outside everything looks to be in order

· they are like sheep without a shepherd

· the empire or empires that dominate their lives (and our lives) are harsh and forceful empires

· rewarding busyness, competition and achievement, rather than compassion, generosity and forgiveness

· we used to have the British Empire

· now we have McDonald's and Microsoft's empires

· the empires of our own careers

· the empires of consumption, wealth creation and the search for a never ending set of experiences  

· empires of our own achievements

· these empires can become strict and unforgiving task masters

Often people in our churches do not feel that their lives are their own

· they have a sense that other forces are in control of what happens in their families

· they do not feel that they have sufficient influence over what happens at their place of work

· and they don't have the space or freedom to contribute to community life as much and as they would wish to

Andy, you have been called as a shepherd - not to enable people to feel cosy, safe and spiritual

sometimes to lead folk beside still waters

but also to lead them through deep dark valleys, valleys of the shadow of death

· but to lead them to a better place - a new empire - a new Kingdom

· and many of our people, I believe, want to be free in such a way

2. Authority 10:1

1“Jesus called his twelve disciples together and gave them authority”

This authority has also been given to you to lead people

And you may feel, “Well, who am I to lead these folk to a better place when I often feel that I am in no better place myself most of the time either?”

And plenty of others have said the same before you

Jeremiah – “who am I to do all this” 

Isaiah – who said he was doomed if he did this, as every word he spoke was sinful – so he said

And Gideon who made it clear to God that he was in no position, personally, to help lead God’s people to a better place

Well, you are not going to do this because you seem up to the job

· you are going to do this because the church believes that the Jesus who called the first disciples has also called you

· this is what we mean by ‘authority’ – not personal authority you have to work up yourself, but one that has been placed deep within you

· and if Jesus has called you, then he will equip you and gift you to fulfil the task

And your task is first to the people of God

· to lead them to a new place so that they can do the same for others

· and then also your called for the sake of others beyond the boundary of the church

3. Money 10:8b

8b“You have received without paying, so give without being paid.”

The history in Britain of how clergy have been paid in the Church of England is nothing for us to be proud of

· some clergy have been filthy rich and have lived decadent lives among poverty in our parishes

· other clergy have been destitute - not able to minister properly because they did not have the basic necessities of life

Today is a much more level playing field when it comes to pay
(although, still not quite as level as it could be)

· But what is clear is this with the way things are today

· “You do not get ordained for the money!” – in fact it is not called pay, but stipend

In the New Testament, as happens today, there are were some people who so-called preach the gospel to make a comfortable living

· Jesus does not allow such profiteering

· as he says in his parables, these folk hirelings and rouges

· so keep yourself from being tempted by any pull of wealth in ministry

