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Matthew 25.3-end - How have we lived? – All Saints 23.11.08

e.g.  John Sergeant has had his last dance – he has faced the judges

Over these Sundays we are looking at the subject of the coming King, who is to judge

In Matthew 24 and 25 we find Jesus specifically talking with his disciples

· he has done with the Scribes and Pharisees – he has had his fill of them

· people who are not open

He starts to answer the questions of his disciples

WHEN will all these things happen?  
     The destruction of the Temple, the coming of the Son of Man

WHAT will is going to happen?

HOW will it happen?

Matthew 25.1-13 in the parable of the ten young girls (Maidens/bridemaids)

· the message is clear – BE READY open and prepared

· unlike the Scribes and Pharisees who were not open and ready

Then, Matthew 25.14-30 – I don’t think it is an easy parable to explain at all

I fear that those who say it is easy to interpret have got hold of the wrong end of the stick

a. Some say it is about using your gift for God
 - it seems too easy – do what you are able to do
 - I thought the Jesus was calling us to do what we are not able to do
 - the language of ‘calling’ is stronger than the language of gifts
 - if you just use the gift you have been trained in – it only increases your power
        - is it not a journey to powerlessness

b. Traditional interpretations also seem to support the capitalist principle of the story
 - those who got rich in Jesus day did it at the expense of the poor
 - isn’t it important not to depend on mammon?
 - the first two guys played the unjust economic system - greedy

c. why is it the little guy that gets the bad deal of one talent?
 - isn’t Jesus normally on the side of the little guys?

d. Why did he say that he knew the master was a harsh man?
 - Jesus never gave that impression in his ministry

There a lot of unanswered questions here that I have not fathomed yet

Then we come to Matthew 25.31-end – again about Judgment

We tend to think about judgment as a bad thing – this is where we get our comeuppance

· this is because we are rich and power, relatively

· for a poor disadvantaged person, Judgment is Good News

· “at long last, things will be put right!”

· e.g. the raped and bereaved women of the Congo

Judgment is where the rich are brought down – cf Magnificat

· the lowly lifted up

· Injustices are put right

· and tyrants get punished

· Judgment is good news for the underdog

Now Matt 25.31-end is often cheaply dismissed as being a gospel of works

I think this passage is utterly challenging and worrying

The Son of Man divides the sheep (to the right) and the goats (to the left)

When I was hungry you fed me



thirsty

gave me a drink



stranger
welcomed me



naked

clothed me



sick

cared for me



prison

visited me

When did we (not) do this?  

Whenever you did (not) this for the least of these my brothers and sisters you did (not do) it to me
Non-reciprocal actions – not you scratch my back and I’ll scratch yours

· they have nothing to pay you back with

· it has to be unconditional love

There are various ways we can try and duck and dive to avoid this teaching applying to us

· but in our guts I think we know it is right

e.g. the place of the stranger in our lives, and in our churches

I believe that, generally speaking, most churches fail here to welcome the stranger 

British/Western problem

· Unless they are met by one of the very few people here who will talk to strangers, many people come here, even try to attend regularly, without being befriended

· I am not talking about saying “hello” and giving out a hymn book and notice sheet

· I am taking about people encountering a warm inclusive community of God’s people

Robert Warren, once the Archbishop’s adviser on mission, said that people need a network to belong to

Research has shown, that if a new person to a church makes six friends (friends) in six weeks, there is a 98% chance that they will stay.

This does not happen in almost every church I have ever had connection with 
    - unless one of the stalwarts meets them

Churches often say “we are a friendly church”, but someone one asked, “Yes, but how easy is it to make friends there?”

Jesus made clear, the stranger is our neighbour, and the command is to love them

And with INCLUSION being such an important issue in our public life, why is it not in the church?

I know various points will be made in response to what I am saying

1. we don’t want to impose ourselves on people who just want to come and be quiet
  a.  I wish that sometimes we were in danger of doing that
  b.  there are ways of talking to people without being invasive

2. some folk say, “it is OK for you, you are an extrovert”

3. “it is not my gift” - welcoming the stranger is the calling for all of us
  SHYNESS:  ‘social anxiety’ – it is a fear we need to face – “Do not fear”  
          “to love, you have to surrender your fear”

Robert Warren also quotes this from someone who tried to join a church

“It was difficult to connect with the church
  it was as if I had to do all the connecting,
  Make myself known, learn how it worked.
  Once I had done this, then people began to connect with me”

e.g. John Sergeant judged himself before time – because he knew he could not dance

· we too need to judge ourselves before the time come too

· in a sense we are being given an opportunity before the final judgement comes

· let us take it

