Matthew 24.1-14 – 2.11.08

Let me see if I can say something helpful about our somewhat bizarre gospel reading?

In this reading we have a special sort of literature/writing 

APOCALYPTIC – Daniel, Ezekiel, Revelation, parts of gospels

· closest form we have today – Science Fiction (most of s don’t read)

· talking of deep pain and turmoil

· angels, thunder, lightening, death, wars, curses and blessings, ‘Day of the Lord’, earthquakes and other terrors – OUT OF THIS WORLD, and TALK OF THE END OF THIS WORLD

· a lot of symbolic language

The problem with this literature is when it is treated as another sort of literature – eg. Prophecy

· as it is laying out in detail what is going to happen

· a lot of money has been made out of books on this – ‘The late great planet earth’
e.g. Hal Lindsay a PO Box at Palm Desert CA 92261

· it is not prophecy that predicts, or details the future

· e.g. filming of the Last Battle in Israel – 27 years ago

This literature is there to help us know that our world(s) will end

· that this is happening all the time – nothing new

· the empires and kingdoms of this world will always eventually fall part 

– don’t take them so seriously 

– why are we so surprised when our financial kingdoms fall apart?

– always happened

· and too in our little worlds – constructed round house, family, career, children, church, ambitions, self-interests, self-image, what others think of us etc.

· they are all passing away – or will do at some time – learn to let go

This is what dies at death according to the Bible – what is real does not die

The TEXT

Jesus walks out of the Temple - the disciples (country boys) in awe at the building 

· “You see these stones?, Well, not one will be left on top of another.  
  Everything is going to come down” even more than every stone - everything

· cf. Where were you? at Twins Towers – this is even greater disaster

· Temple: Symbol of spiritual, political, and economic power – icon of the nation

· AD70 Titus of Rome came a destroyed the Temple and all Jerusalem 

· Nothing is said until they reach the Mount of Olives 

Their questions:

When will this happen?  
What will be the sign of the your coming and the end of the age?

1. Don’t follow other Messiahs (Who promise you hope and happiness)

Which we have done – consumerist society looking for happiness and fulfilment through wealth (we often over spiritualise these false Messiahs – but they are very ordinary actually)

2. There will be wars and rumours of wars – but do not be alarmed

there are always these
add the Congo to your list today - neighbour betraying neighbour
and we always have here the terrorist threat – and rumours of threats

Jesus this happens and this will happen – it always does

Our kingdoms will always fall apart – cos they are not God’s Kingdom

3. This is just “the beginnings of the birth pangs” 
        – TRAGEDY??      no, prior to something good not a tragedy

when God’s kingdoms comes, our worlds and kingdoms are seen for what they are

it is when our worlds die that God’s really good things happen – death and ress

Personally and corporately, when things fall apart it looks like it is the end, tragedy

· because we have so signed up to the present world’s agenda and own reputation

· Jesus says clearly, “If you want to find your life you must be prepared to loose it
                and if you are not prepared to give it up, well you’ll loose it anyway”
· this is the lesson of death and resurrection - so hard to learn and live

These worlds have to fall apart and die

“But whoever holds out to the end will be saved”

· faithfulness is the only sign of salvation

· certainly not to construct your own world to impress others/God

The end came to Jerusalem and the Temple in AD70

· Death and Tragedy

· But the church grew

So why are we so frightened if God is really God?

Why do we hang onto all these things and stuff?

Prayer

Lord, in our living rooms our televisions bring us
stories of death
rumours of war
and news of impending disasters
and we fear.

Yet you tell us that perfect love casts out all fear
and as we move towards Advent and Christmas
we look ahead to the coming of the gift of love.

Keep us from holding onto the kingdoms of this world
that will fall part and let us down,
in order that we may receive your Kingdom
that will never die
never let us down
always keep us in love
and never end.

This is what we really want.  Amen.

