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Matthew 17.1-9   2 Peter 1.16-end

As we approach the season of Lent we are offered by the lectionary the story of Transfiguration

· just before Jesus embarks on his final journey to Jerusalem

· to die

And on the mountain top where he had gone with Peter, James and John

· suddenly Jesus was transformed with the light and glory of God, with Moses and Elijah

· and Peter starts bumbling around like an idiot and suggests building a memorial, or some such arrangement, to these three heroes

But Peter is interrupted, (as Peter had interrupted the event anyway) by a voice

“This is my Son, the Beloved; with whom I am well pleased” adding, “listen to him”

an affirmation to Jesus and his key followers as now they entered great danger

WHERE ELSE HAVE WE HEARD THESE WORDS?

On another occasion when Jesus was about to enter great danger (the wilderness), and then begin his ministry

· At his Baptism, as he came up out of the waters the Spirit descended on him like a dove and a voice said,

“This is my Son, the Beloved; with whom I am well pleased”

The only words said by God in the gospels stories?

WHERE ELSE HAVE WE HEARD THESE WORDS?

Well, we have heard them from reading taken from the OT, from the prophet Isaiah 42.1

· Talking about the coming Messiah                             SERVANT SONGS

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
                                       my chosen in whom my soul delights”

AND LASTLY WHERE ELSE HAVE WE HEARD THESE WORDS?

If you were paying attention – in our second reading

As Peter sought to encourage the newly formed early church

· don’t look to what come out of our heads, clever myths or ideas purely from the human will

· no we look to Jesus of whom it was said:
“This is my Son, the Beloved; with whom I am well pleased”
· and we heard it!  “I was there”

· all that is needed is divine approval

(Jesus is not told what he should do)

As Jesus embarks on these two monumental tasks, resisting the devil and saving humanity

Jesus is not give any instructions by God as his Father

· there are no imperatives

· no job description (and don’t we live in an age of JDs and working agreements)

· no ‘you must’, ‘you should’ or ‘you ought’

· how does he know what to do?

He obviously does know what to do

as in Luke 4 he applies the words of Isaiah to himself:  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor”

All he is told by God is:

You are my son

You are my beloved

You are the one I am pleased with – yet somehow it seems enough

(The task comes out of the relationship of love)

Why doesn’t God tell him what to do?  
Why is there no command, no instruction?

Well, Jesus tells us himself in John 14.15, to us he says:  
                                   “If you love me, you will keep my commandments”
If you live in the love of God, you will do what is right – RISKY



THE TASK (what we do) 
             COMES OUT OF THE RELATIONSHIP – love received from God

Jesus and the Father really do believe that ‘all you need is love’
· but not quite in the same way as Lennon & McCartney sang – needs to be more than eros

If you live in the love of God, you do what is right

Do you know, this is too risky, and we don’t trust that love will do it – save the day

· at staff meeting this week this came up

· ‘Yes, but if that does not work . . . .”  that somehow we need a backup plan


· but love will save the world/us – it might look like a man dying on the cross . . . .

· If we really live here, in this love as beloveds, it really does work

(Our Wills)

Yes, of course we have to participate and use our wills – but it is in a different spirit and from a different place

· it is willing, rather than wilful
· so much of our living is wilful – new year resolutions 
 –  go jogging, stop smoking, write more letters
 –  more an attack on ourselves and others

· whereas being willing to participate is from a completely different place
 –  “this is what I will do, as I know there is the strength here to do it”

This different place, I believe, is the relationship between Jesus and his heavenly Father

· my son, my boy, my father, my dad

· beloved, most loved, my pleasure

And as co-heirs with Jesus, we are also invited into this place

my son, my daughter, my boy, my girl – as beloveds

all we have to do is to return the love – SOUNDS TOO EASY!

but it is all that matters in the end

At our roots, radically, we know this is true though

eg  Phone messages on 9.11 planes – World Trade Towers/Philadelphia

AT OUR ROOTS WE KNOW THAT THIS IS ALL THAT MATTERS – got covered over 

Prayer

Being willingly held here in such a relationship with God is itself prayer

· prayer then becomes something more than just words we say, and requests we make to God

· it is like being plugged into the mains electricity - it is the energy of life

And in this place we know what to do, if we wait

“If you love me, you will obey my commandments”

and too, we don’t have to tell others what to do either, no ‘you should’ or ‘you must’ or ‘you ought’

Each Sunday afternoon – Jobs to do list – all very wilful

why haven’t I got a Love to receive and live in list too?

Summary

As Jesus faces two critical monumental parts of his life

· all he is told, and all his disciples hear is “Son, I love you, you’re great!”

I don’t think that there is any other more important message I need, this church needs, or the world needs

It is all Jesus needed, and he defeated the sin of the world

eg  Frank & Helen Haslam

This life – it is primarily not about what we do at work, at home at church; but finding out who we are

Unfortunately, I still think it is about what I do?  

I wonder where you are up to?

