Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52  All Saints 27th July 2008 

Too Simplistic a Gospel

Sometimes we say that the gospel is simple, in order to help people enter into it

· but we are in great danger of making it simplistic

· which is not the same thing

· e.g. ABC – Admit, Believe, Confess – as if these simple words change things

The truth of the matter, though, is that the gospel is simple

· terrifyingly simple

· and in its simplicity is devastating and subversive to our normal way of living.

Parables are windows on this devastating truth

· e.g. people who come across and elephant in the dark

· each say:  LEG, tree – TAIL, brush – TRUNK, hose – EAR, large plant

· the bit we understand is all we can cope with

· if some thinks they understand it clearly – BEWARE!

· Apophatic tradition – also trusting what you do not know or understand

Parables: a very non-Western way of knowing Truth

WESTERN: based around facts, and what you can recount – cerebral

NON WESTERN: facts are less important, based around wisdom to help you live well

SIX PARABLES – any one could be the basis of a whole sermon

First two:  about small things, insignificant things growing while no-one notices

Mustard Seed (smallest): yet grows while no-one notices – slow process

· teaching of Jesus – seen as a side show “What will come of this?”

· but there is an inevitability about it

Yeast/Leaven in flour:  as contaminant (Yeast of the Pharisees) – all it affected – SLOW

· will this teaching come to anything                                         (cf. ‘In Praise of Slow’ book)
· e.g. Velvet Revolution in Czechoslovakia – started in small ways – even poetry

· ‘Corrupting’ people’s way of thinking

· Tipping point – when enough people are concerned about an issue things change - environment

But this is not fast, dramatic, instant, big as we want it

We want things to be big, showy, quick, done in my life-time

· as the parable of the sower tells us – such ‘fast’ things have no depth

The Pearl of Great Value or Great Price

‘Also, the kingdom of Heaven is like this. A man is looking for fine pearls, and when he finds one that is unusually fine, he goes and sells everything he has and buys that pearl’(Matthew, 13 v 45)

All of us are interested in trifles – small pearls

· the joys, experiences, achievements and knowledge of this world ‘little pearls’

· everyone seeking these

· comfort, status, security, happy times, acclamation, a good job, good pension, holidays, self-interest, hobbies, things we argue for

· We seek little joys, little pleasures, little possessions. 

A tremendous amount of energy expended to these little pearls,

· yet the desires always prove insatiable.  

· we never seems to have enough

· all our efforts to appease them are futile.  

A number of families here have been through hard times, and are going through hard times

· suddenly, you realise that these little pearls are worth nothing

Yet to buy worldly pleasures/little pearls, we really sell ourselves in the market-place of the world.

· people sacrifice their best to possess them. 

· this is happening everywhere, every day? 

WHAT MUST WE DO?
We need to learn to go on living and working in the world, 

· but at the same time renounce our attachment these small pleasures

· and our interest in the ‘little pearls of worldliness’ 

· who tell us that ‘these are the beautiful things of life’

· Jesus’s teaching: about a life of letting go

In saying that we must sell everything to buy the pearl of great price, 

· Jesus was of course emphasising the fact that we must renounce all desire for little things, for sense enjoyment; 

· we must stops selling our body and mind to secure paltry pleasures and satisfactions. 

No one will ever be able to obtain the pearl of great price without making this tremendous payment. 

So Jesus said elsewhere

“if you want to keep your life, you must lose it”

What is this great pearl?

Jesus does not say

But you must look for it – and you’ll know when you see it


Prayer

Lord
help us to see the shallowness

And low value of the many things we crave in life.

Give us eyes to see the pearl of great value;

That which will fulfil all our desires,

Stop all our complaining and moaning,

And transform us into people of beauty and peace.

Then, may we have the courage

To let go of all our attachments

To these lesser jewels,

That will never, can never,

Bring us true happiness or wholeness.

Amen.

