Mark 13.24-end – the coming of Jesus

Looking at our gospel reading we can get over excited about pinning down what is going to happen, and when Jesus returns

but most cultures have not been (are not) as uptight about time and accuracy as western cultures

e.g. Bishop John Sentamu confirmation

e.g. GMT – Greek Maybe Time

So there needs to be a certain latitude when dealing with these passages

Apocalyptic literature is there to help us know that our world(s) will end

· that this is happening all the time – nothing new

· the empires and kingdoms of this world will always eventually fall part 

– don’t take them so seriously 

– why are we so surprised when our financial kingdoms fall apart?

– always happened

· and too in our little worlds – constructed round house, family, career, children, church, ambitions, self-interests, self-image, what others think of us etc.

· they are all passing away – or will do at some time – learn to let go

This is what dies at death according to the Bible – what is real does not die

Now, I understand that 1/3 of us are forward looking people, and 2/3 are reflective types 
(Neither is better than the other – both have their great weaknesses) 

a. Most of us when talking about Advent would probably relate it to Christmas and the celebration of the first coming of Jesus
     Weakness or tendency – to be nostalgic, I guess

b. A minority would see Advent more about things concerning the second coming of Jesus
     Weakness or tendency – to be other worldly, I guess

And so we say it is about BOTH (which is true), 

· we say that Advent is about the looking back to the first coming of Jesus, AND forward to the second coming of Jesus 

· but I think is a problem here if we only look at Advent this way

· because both of them take us away from this moment in time, as we are not properly conscious to the present

· and because of that cannot change so easily

The first and the second coming of Jesus only make sense because he is present in this moment - otherwise we remain in a sort of ‘no man’s land’

So the last part our reading was about keeping awake NOW

(not just remembering the past, or bearing in mind the future)

v.33 ‘Shake off sleep’ (‘be on watch’ GNB)

and once you have done that v.37 ‘Stay awake’ or ‘Keep awake’ (GNB ‘Watch’)

cf. Gethsemane in chp 14

Anthony DeMello emphasis on waking up

We need to wake up now, not wait until:

Jesus returns

you become more spiritual

read your Bible every day

you get a job

you get made redundant or get early retirement

you have your first grandchild

you get married

you get your kids married off

we are always putting off waking up

everything you need for life is here – just need to wake up to it, not wait until

you move house

you have had your treatment

your boss sees you are not an idiot

you can get the church to be the way you think it should be

And if you are not doing this, you are looking back to how it used to be

how all the kids used to be together at home for Xmas

when the children were babies

when you were in that dream job

when you were not living alone

when the church used to be different to how it is today

when the shops . . . etc.

Jesus calls us to wake up and stay awake – you don’t know when he might come

· Jesus came yesterday – and most of us missed him

· he came this morning – and most of us missed

· he is coming now – and most of us are missing him

Yes, he will come finally one day – but in the meantime he is coming 

So lets wake up to it

Lord, we close our eyes to pray
but maybe we should keep them open.
Lord, our lives are often closed to your
presence in the world,
whereas they should be open.
Lord, this Advent
wake us up to you
to life,
today,
forever.  Amen.

