	Mark 1.9-20 

Introduction: The beginning of Mark’s gospel tells us about John who had come with some Good News (Gospel), that someone was coming who would ‘make a straight path to God’ (v.3)  Religion always seems to make it hard for people to know God (not straight paths), the one coming (Jesus) would make it easy to get to God.

	Baptism & Temptation of Jesus 

	9 Not long afterwards Jesus came from Nazareth in the province of Galilee, and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 As soon as Jesus came up out of the water, he saw heaven opening and the Spirit coming down on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my own dear Son. I am pleased with you.” 
	v.9  Jesus was born in Nazareth, a nowhere town (like Grmbsy??), not from where you might expect such a figure to come from.

What does this say in itself?

v.11 The Voice said, “You are my own dear Son”

This is real spirituality, knowing that we are unconditionally accepted and that there is nothing for us to do.  All we have to do is to fall into it.  It is not complicated, but it is hard to accept – probably because it is so simple and there is nothing for us to do.  It is this love that will transform us, not our will power.

v.12  Jesus was ‘thrown out’ into the desert, whereas we might expect him to go into the Temple to get more of God.  This is the real spiritual journey that we all have to make.  He had to face his own ‘demons’, as we have to also.  We have to face our ‘shadow side’ if we are also to know God, through his angels (intermediaries).

v.15  ‘The Kingdom of God is near’.  What is this kingdom?  It is what the world would be like if God had his way.  It is actually reality.  But we mess it up as he lets us, out of love, have our way.

‘Turn away from your sins’ is often translated as ‘Repent’ as word that we often think means we should get our act together and change our behaviour (as if we could!).  It actually means to have your thinking changed, or even ‘get beyond your thinking’ Metanoina (Gk).  This is not moralism.
v.16-19  Jesus begins to gather a community who will start to live this new way of thinking, learning to be ‘kingdom’ people.

Jesus calls them out of their ‘little worlds’ of family and work – their security systems – to follow him.

It is interesting that we often think that it is our ‘hot sins’ that keep us from God, whereas it is often ordinary things like family and work/career etc.

	12 At once the Spirit made him go into the desert, 13 where he stayed forty days, being tempted by Satan. Wild animals were there also, but angels came and helped him. 
	

	Jesus Calls Four Fishermen 
	

	14 After John had been put in prison, Jesus went to Galilee and preached the Good News from God. 15 “The right time has come,” he said, “and the Kingdom of God is near! Turn away from your sins and believe the Good News!” 
	

	16 As Jesus walked along the shore of Lake Galilee, he saw two fishermen, Simon and his brother Andrew, catching fish with a net. 17 Jesus said to them, “Come with me, and I will teach you to catch people.” 18 At once they left their nets and went with him. 
	

	19 He went a little farther on and saw two other brothers, James and John, the sons of Zebedee. They were in their boat getting their nets ready. 20 As soon as Jesus saw them, he called them; they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and went with Jesus. 
	


