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Luke 24.13-35  The Journey to Emmaus


Today’s gospel reading is one of the two classic ‘journey’ stories that Luke gives us

1.  a parable – the Prodigal Son

2.  this, an account of two of Jesus’ disciples waling out from town

in BOTH journeys we find a mirror for our lives, the church, society, and culture generally

BASICALLY – 
“we thought we knew”  


Having
 


“Oh, no we don’t”  


Losing
 


“Is this what it is all about?”  

Being found

Here, the disciples’ journey starts with depression and incomprehension – LOSING

· the two followers of Jesus leave Jerusalem in the evening talking about their completely collapsed hope

· discouraged, because a revelation they believed in has clearly failed

· two days after the crucifixion they walk away from a dead Jesus
· this discouragement brings its own violence, as it destroys these two people from the inside

This is the nature of deep discouragement, that easily leads to scepticism
· if left unchecked, they pull us apart from the inside and also from one another

And this seems to be the journey of western culture and our context

· the revelation of Jesus has been found wanting

· and we’ve moved on because God is dead, effectively

· scepticism has become the hallmark of much of our politics, our entertainment industry, our social comment and analysis, etc.

· it has infected our view of the church, and even of our own children 

· at times we act as if God in Jesus is dead

What adds to the turmoil of this story are all the unknowns . . . .

· who are these two followers of Jesus?
  Two men, man and wife, brother and sister, Cleopas (prob. not Clopas)?

· where/what is this town or village Emmaus they were walking to?
  not mentioned elsewhere in the Bible
  in my Bible dictionary – four claims 

· And then we have this ‘unknown man’ who catches these two up on the road
  “What are you talking about so avidly as you walk along?”
  “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know these things?”

· and finally there is the great unknown
  “How come the hope we placed in Jesus has come to nothing?”

All of these unknowns come together and multiply – like thoughts in middle of night
APPL:  These moments in life can be for us absolutely crushing
· when what defined who we are disintegrates, or we find it to be an empty illusion – it is like everything is gone – lit. dis-illusioned

· this does not simply happen to individuals:

· Zimbabwe:  a country of so much promise after it surprisingly smooth transition from white rule  28 years ago – now a country of many unknowns

· our Western culture seems to be burning itself out in wild disillusionment (and environmentally, the rest of the world with it)

· and this is true for the church too – with too much talk of decline and decay – we also have too many unknowns to cope with

And here in this account we have unknown persons

walking to an unknown destination

after an unknown reason for the death of Jesus

and they are joined by an unknown man

who asks them:  “So what are you talking about?”

CONVERSATIONS:  
In all the years of my ministry I am amazed how much conversations mean to people, and how they change things

“Thank you, you really helped me” – we were just chatting, or so I thought

I changed my job, church, moved house

sermons have their place, but conversations are better

It is in the meetings of life (discussion and dialogue) that transformation and conversion happens – Nicodemus, woman at the well, Peter after ress

And so they tell this stranger of their deep pain

· the collapse of their hope and their descent into the cloud of not knowing

· “We thought Jesus was a mighty prophet . . . 

· “We thought that he would save our nation . . .

· “We thought . . .   We thought we knew . . . 

The stranger says, “You foolish people”  Ignorant, without ‘nous’

“why don’t you believe the prophets?”

“why don’t you live by the text, our script (scriptures)?”

“The text tells us that the Christ, the Messiah, would suffer

And he goes over all the relevant OT texts to show this, 
e.g.  
He was despised and rejected by others;        Isa 53

a man of suffering* and acquainted with infirmity;
 
He was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities;
 
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
 

and by his bruises we are healed. 

“Yet you’ve imposed upon the text the story you’d prefer 
                                                 – no suffering, no hurting, no dying Messiah

The question this passages asks us today is:

“Do we let the text, this script address us?

do these writings determine how we think, what we believe, shape of our values?

is it in the story of God’s people that we find our own story

does this book give us life?

OR, do we, like the disciples, impose our own opinions and worldviews on these texts

wanting to the text to say what we’d prefer it to say

supporting our worldview and validating our lifestyles from it

(which is why we can end up with tribal Christianity )

But our unity should be our commitment to struggle with these texts together; with all their comfort and certainties, but also their discomfort and paradoxes
The uncomfortable truth for the disciples

the way of the Messiah is suffering  -  and he asked them to follow
And just when they get to their Emmaus destination, 
                             they invite the stranger in, in good eastern traditional custom

then at the evening meal, he, Jesus, breaks the bread and prays

and this changes everything, everything!!

‘were not our hearts burning within us as we talked with him on the road?’

Fascinating that even being educated buy Jesus is not enough – good teaching is not enough

· they had to have an encounter with him

· there and then they saw him

APPL: We all have different ways of dealing with crises in our lives

do something

try to get head around it

fix                                                           All OK to a point of course

do something to be happy again

touch the pain

But they will not lead to much transformation without an encounter

· prayer is first and foremost not about asking Jesus, it is about meeting Jesus 

They ran back to Jerusalem

· The others were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ 35
· they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

And now we are to break bread

· a symbol, to help us make the encounter with Jesus, because simply knowing is not enough

Jesus, stranger on the road,

yet risen all powerful Lord,

as we moved in this service

from looking at this text

towards the table of love

meet us too we pray 

in the breaking of bread

and in wine outpoured.

And that as we meet you

you will transform us,

for our sake, for others sake, for your sake.  Amen.
