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John 3 Nicodemus and Jesus 17.02.08

Here we are given the story of Nicodemus on the three-year cycle of readings as it talks about new beginnings

This week – Nicodemus an archetypical Jewish man – an insider at every level

Next week – a wayward Samaritan woman – an outsider at every level

· BOTH were offered something for free they couldn’t get their heads round

But let us just take a moment to recap this story


Nicodemus comes to Jesus

· Here we have a religious man who is intrigued by Jesus

· But he should not have been intrigued – he belonged to the wrong group

· His group were learning to hate and despise Jesus – one day kill him

· So he comes to Jesus by night


· N  “We know where you’ve come from – you do miracles – you’ve come from God”
 
 

almost sounds like he is speaking on behalf of other Pharisees
· J  “you don’t understand, and you never will do until you are born again from above”

· Nicodemus doesn’t quite hear what Jesus is saying “Born again!  Born again!  No-one can go through that again – anyway, my mother would not allow it”

· But Jesus is trying to tell him, ‘Born again from above’
· J  “Nicodemus, you may have been born from a human mother, but you will never have real full life until you are born from somewhere else – born of spirit”

· N  “How can this be so?”

What do we feel about Nicodemus?

We like Nicodemus, because he is almost there - tantalisingly so

· He is open

· He listens attentively to what Jesus has to say – he’s a nice guy

· He is about to make the step from unbelief to belief

He’s on the cusp of becoming one of us!  Oh dear, is that such good news?
We like Nicodemus because for many of us he has been a part of our journey of faith

· As a child I had to learn by memory John 3.16

· And I was asked, do you want to be born again – to which I thought the right answer to give was ‘Yes’

But had I really learnt the lesson of this encounter between Jesus and this Pharisee?

But where was Nicodemus really coming from?

There is a clue in his opening words:

N: “Teacher, we know that you are sent by God - WHY? 
                                     because of the miracles you perform”

So this man is not a total unbeliever

He has some belief in Jesus

And Nicodemus was not alone in his belief

John 2.23-25  “Many people believed in Jesus because of the miracles that he performed”  

and it goes on to say, “But Jesus did not believe in them, he knew what was in their hearts”

The upshot is that Nicodemus and these others believed because he performed miracles
Not because they understood the meaning of these signs

· This was a sort of cupboard love, at root self-interest

· They believed in the ‘wow’ factor, rather than believing in Jesus

· They wanted to be astounded, and all the better if they could have a bit of it

· And Nicodemus was one of them

· They would have loved it if Jesus had given in to the second temptation – jump off the Temple pinnacle and be spectacular – then we’ll believe 

This was a far from an adequate faith

They thought they had it, but what they had was not very much

Who was this passage written for?

John’s gospel was not just written ‘for the record’ as we say

John was not a local historian with spare time on his hands

John was an apostle who was writing for early vulnerable communities of Christians

· He was for a group of people who thought they had it, but in fact had a very inadequate faith

· And he was trying to convinced them that what they needed was to be reborn from another place

· The impressive and the spectacular are not the same as eternal life or the Kingdom of God

This passage is also written for us

When we rejoice that Nicodemus is about to become ‘one of us’, we immediately defuse this passage of any potential of ever addressing us afresh – we’ve domesticated it

And deny ourselves the chance to have a new drink of what Jesus calls ‘eternal life’

The point of this passage is not that Nicodemus is about to become one of us

But that we are Nicodemus

· We are religious people like him

· We are seduced by the impressive and the amazing

· Yet deep down we too know there is more to this than meets the eye

· And we also want to ask Jesus about it

We like Nicodemus because we are like him

Albert Einstein is not noted for being a spiritual 
One of the most important questions – is the universe a friendly place?

But the saying he is known for is:

 ‘No problem can be solved by the same consciousness that caused it’

· The thinking that got you into a problem in the first place cannot get you out of it

· The approach that got you into the mess, will not get you out of it

· that is why often we feel like we are going round in circles

And here Jesus offers us a new consciousness, a new way of seeing, a new approach

· start all over again in your spirit as a young child, a baby even

· start with an approach that puts no high value on Possessions, Prestige or Power
     The three temptations that Jesus resisted
Start all over again and look on the world from your spirit with new eyes

· with an approach that does not lead with judging, evaluating, controlling and fixing

· but leads with wonder, and awe, acceptance – doesn’t need to push others around, or moan, or complain about the weather, or the hymns, or the children, or work, or the family, or blame the council or immigrants

· just accepts what is – and starts from there

· this is very hard to do between the ages of 10 and 70

Look at any child before they are corrupted by Possessions, Prestige and Power

· they are a joy to be with (when they are not crying)

· you cannot reconstruct that in a life without some sort of rebirth

The Synoptics called it repentance – totally change the way you think

Our Chief Obstacle – is that we think we are already there

So we need to be reborn from this other place time and time and time again

Am I born again from above? – yes, but not very much

· And so Jesus says, “very truly I tell you, no-one can even see the kingdom of God without being born again from above”

· Who is Nicodemus – he is you and me

Prayer

Lord, rebirth your life in us
that the contaminated, toxic lives we live
(that blind us to you way of living)
may decrease and die.
Give us a new way of seeing
that we may see
your life all around us
and especially within us.  Amen.

