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In John’s gospel we have five chapters (13-17) dedicated to Jesus’ last words with his disciples

· when you know your end is near you say the things that are most important to you

e.g.  My mother died just 19 years ago – 11 weeks special time – last things to say

taking the children into the hospice to see her to keep her memory alive in them

e.g.  911 victims who faced death – 28 minutes?

they knew they were going to die – “I love you” -  it all comes down to the essentials

As Jesus is soon to be dragged away from his disciples and killed he goes over the essentials with them

  1.  the greatest point – the command to love  Ch 13
 
God, brother/sister in the community, stranger, enemy

  2.  also the instruction not to fear (which is a great barrier to us loving strangers)  Ch 14
 
to love, you have to surrender your fear

  3.  an invitation to have a life ‘plugged into Jesus’   Ch 15
                – “I am the vine, you are the branches”  you cannot survive apart from me
Jesus tells them these because Christians will find themselves at times living in an alien and hostile world

· this gospel was written to Christians having a hard time


TODAY’S READING: 
in chapter 17 we find Jesus talking with his Father 
  - his closest and most intimate of relationships – a window on intimacy

v.9  he prays not even for the world or himself, but for his disciples 

v.20  and others who believe too

Jesus prays to the Father for them, for us – NOT JUST IN JOHN

Hebrews 7.25 - Jesus the priest who for all times prays for those who seek God

Romans 8.26-27 – “The Spirit, also, helps us in our weakness, we do not know how to pray, but the Spirit prays on our behalf”

APPLICATION:

But often we live our lives as if God is not on our side

as if we have eternally not made it up to the mark

as if we can never be a ‘good Christian’ – non-issue because of the cross of course
as if are some sort of ‘hopeless case’ – wracked by a fear of inadequacy
as if it is all up to us

as if it is about good behaviour or an adequate performance

We say, “ I do not pray enough”, yet it is God in Jesus who prays for us

Last week, after mentioning our need to welcome the stranger

· a natural response is to feel guilt

But if God is on our side;  
   If Jesus is praying for us,  
   If the Spirit also badgers God on our behalf

· there is no need to feel such guilt – conviction maybe, but not feel guilt
· St Paul says “if God is for us, who can be against us?”  
 
this is too deep for us
   
so it normally appears trite

Deep down, I fear that most of us most of the time do not believe that God loves us with unconditional, ‘no strings attached’ love

and yet here we have a Jesus who is about to die – praying for us
Julian of Norwich – most valuable English saint – 14th century

· was desperately ill and thought she would die
did not fear death
surrendered herself whole-heartedly to the will of God
she had a revelation of God that blew her socks off – The Shewings

· two things she wanted ordinary Christians to know:

· how God looks on us - ’with pity, not with blame’  

· “All will be well, all will be well” – and not because we will make it so

CONCLUSION

Here we have a Jesus who prays for us

So we do not have to live as if it is all up to us – I ought, I should, I must, you ought, 

So, what is God looking for

· God is looking for are willing participants – people with a desire to please God

· so we can say, “If you are on my side, then the answer is always ‘yes’

A prayer of Thomas Merton

My Lord God,

I have no idea where I am going.

I do not see the road ahead of me.

I cannot know for certain way it will end.

Nor do I really know myself, 

and the fact that I think that I am following your will

does not mean that I am actually doing so.  

But I believe that the desire to please you

does in fact please you.

And I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire.

And I know that if I do this

you will lead me by the right road

though I may know nothing about it.

Therefore I will trust you always

though I may seem to be lost in the shadow of death.

I will not fear, for you all with me,

and you will never leave me to face my perils alone.

