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Carols by Candlelight 2008

Well, what a year we have had!  Are you clear what a Sub Prime Loan is now?

· Not just Northern Rock.  Also: Fanny May & Freddie Mac, HBOS, RBS, Lehman Brothers, even our own Cheshire BS

· Talk of: Takeover, Collapse, Nationalisation, Recapitalisation, equity stakes

· Ford, Chrysler and General Motors in the USA, and Woolworths and MFI here

· Bernard Madoff, has made off with $50billion 

And next year is set to be worse

‘Business and Unusual’, written in 2000 (Dame) Anita Roddick (of Body Shop fame) says:

“ . . . . in terms of power and influence you can forget the Church and forget politics too.  There is no more powerful institution in society than business.  It is more important than ever before for business to assume moral leadership in society.”  

Just look further afield, we see

· Genocide and rape in Darfur, Sudan – still, years on

· Violence against civilians in Goma, Congo

· Cholera and national collapse in Zimbabwe

· and we can go on about Afghanistan, Iraq, bombings in India etc. . 

THE BIG QUESTION IS THIS:

Why doesn’t God come down and sort it all out?!     Come and fix it?

· this has been the plea of many people  for years 

· why doesn’t God do something?  If he is All Powerful!

· evil dictators, corrupt CEOs, ineffective religion 

This was also the plea hundreds of years before Jesus came – (It could have been 2008)

     Economy was bankrupt, Politics was useless and delivered nothing, Religion - waste of space

Street- poet (Isaiah) – shouted at God

“Oh that you would open up the heavens and come down and sort things out!”

at end, “or are you going still to remain silent?”  Is 64.1,12

it seemed as if God could not come to our help, or worse, would not

APPL:  And maybe we feel the same today – “why doesn’t God do something?”

So, eventually God moves heaven and earth 
and makes an enormous act to give the world the solution  –  and sends baby!
Well what’s the flippin use of that?!

we have economic collapse 
– POVERTY
              political uncertainty 
– WAR
              sterile religion 

– HOPELESSNESS
              global walming

and God sends a baby!    all very nice and cute – but what’s the use?!
What we need is STRONG LEADERSHIP 

· he could have sent a grown man – done it before – it’s how we started, isn’t it?

e.g. the seven year old boy at school was doing a project on creation:

“God made the first man and called him Adam
  then he made the first woman and called her Madam.”

But God sent a baby

To solve problems in the Congo, Zimbabwe, in fighting terrorism, reducing unemployment, helping the poor, dealing with the credit crunch

To help you and I deal with our anxieties and shame – our dark selves

“Why would he do that?”

St Paul said, that to so-called ‘smart people’, it is just plain foolish, moronic

In March 2006 - a bubbly, blue-eyed boy was born who grew to have curly blond hair 

· according to those who came into contact with him, a lively child with a ready smile. 

· After 17 months enduring abuse of an almost unimaginable cruelty, the boy was a nervous wreck 

· his hair had been shaved and his body covered in bruises and scabs

· his physical injuries included eight broken ribs, a broken back and the missing top of a finger . . . .    – we know him as ‘Baby P’

· despite all this it was said to have still attempted a smile. 

We are rightly appalled 

· because a child a child gets under our skin, as they cannot defend themselves

It is their very vulnerability & tenderness and delicate being that gets to us

· it seems their non-violent position demands mercy and peace, justice and relationship – we are drawn to them

· and that is certainly the case too with the Christ-child

This child of God, the Son of God grew to become a man

The solution to the world’s problems.  But he came:

not with human power, but vulnerability

not to apply force, but to lead by example

not by using wealth, but poverty

and not through status, but humility

A man who favoured forgiveness to revenge

APPL:

You see we want someone to come and make the world as we want it to be 
or ‘as we are’

· basically by imposition & violence – STRONG LEADERSHIP

But God sent a child (his Son) to invite you and I, to make the world as he actually is

To most of us it is plain foolish talk – so we never do it

To change things . . . 

You see, we think power and influence are needed to change things

whereas God’s way is vulnerability and openness, absorbing the pain of the world not adding to it

(yes he challenged the mighty – but did not make them do anything)

our inclination is to push harder and try harder, and be smart (we tell our children this)

this is not God’s way – which is why we think it is a moronic way

This Jesus who said, when he was a man,

    “unless you change and become like a young child you will never even enter heaven”

God is looking to co-opt you and I to this way

not relying on politics, business and formal religion – are not nec. bad, not enough

This powerless approach of Jesus’ became so subversive that they finally killed him for it when he was aged 33

But this powerless way, ironically, has the power to save everything

economics, politics, religion, environment, you and me

The BIG QUESTION is this: “have we got the guts to trust it?”


Prayer

To us, Oh God
your power looks like weakness
and your ways appear moronic.

But it is we
who are in a mess
personally and corporately.
Come and save us.

Let us see in the Christ-child
your radically alternative way,
and recognise in the man hanging on the cross
your way of dealing with travail and violence.

And now,
give us the courage
to live this way.

For our sake
for your sake.
Amen.



