The Spirituality of the Psalms – Session 4: Psalms of New Orientation    6
Based on Walter Brueggemann’s book                                                   2010 Lent Course

Play on CD:  Everybody hurts by REM – popular culture expresses disorientation
 

   also ‘Sad songs say it so well’ – Elton John
Read together:  Psalm 40.1-11 – a Psalm of New Orientation (a renewed faith)
1. Paradigm Shift - can be seen as a move from Orientation to Disorientation 
	c.1750
	Enlightenment – Modern(ity)

A reaction to the church’s power

Reason, rational, linear, logic, male

Technological

Popular: “If you can’t see it, it does not exist”

Optimistic vision – faith in progress 

Faith in a scientific grand narrative 
   Stephen Dawkins - ‘evolution’

Management, control -    ‘masters of our own destiny’

Expects commitment

Teaching leads to spiritual experience

King - control by dominant power
McDonalds – efficiency, calculability, predictability, and control
	Systems

Procedural

Predictable

Efficient

Benefits

Medicine

Communications

Transport

Downside

Fractured society

Broken ecosystem

Star Trek - original

Spock - the Vulcan

Individual male heroes

	1960s
	Post-Modern(ity)

Not the above! (another reaction)

Grand optimistic vision – discarded

There is no one truth

People searching for their own souls instead

Experience leads to knowledge

Take what you need and ignore the rest

Networks – not institutions (ref: 1920s AGM reports @ St P’s)

Influence not control

Choice and experience driven eg tropical experience

Somewhat irrational and chaotic
Deals with paradox
	Benefits

   No longer have deference

   Creative

Downside

   No commitment to 
   community/institutions

   Pick and choose

   We are all experts

Star Trek 
– The Next Generation

Counsellor Troy

Female

Team co-operation



	Today
	Where are we going?  Disorientation
Emerging Church Movement
	


2. Tell the story of Exile (587) and return (538) to Jerusalem
· under Cyrus’ (Persian ruler) policy of return - Isaiah 45
3. Explain Extended exile – spiritually and theologically it lasted until Jesus
Because of the issue: “If Israel was truly God's people, how was it that the pagans were ruling over her (Persia and others who followed)?”
· though some of them had returned from geographic exile, most believed that the theological state of exile was still continuing.
· Zealous Jews had long regarded their own local rulers as compromisers 

· Jews of Jesus’ day expected that God was going to act dramatically as he had before 

· They were looking for a King and a Kingdom (like in the days of King David) 
The Prodigal son – Luke 15 Missed by virtually everybody – is the story of exile and restoration
· Jesus - the return from exile was happening in and through his own work 

· The older brother: those opposed to the ‘return from exile’ 

· Jesus’ claim: in and through his own ministry the long-awaited return is actually happening
Jesus told the story of the kingdom in such a way as to indicate that Israel's long exile was finally coming to its close.

A song of reorientation

Play:  No scenes of stately majesty – a new sort of king for a restored kingdom
Psalms of New Orientation 
Psalms of Disorientation: moved from an ordered, reliable life to an existence that somehow has run amok.  

· such psalms are helpful today as we live in society of denial and cover-up 
Psalms of New Orientation: surprising gift of new life just when none had been expected
· not a return to the old stable orientation – (can never go home again)
· we are often surprised by grace – when God acts to do something new in our lives

· this cannot be explained, predicted, or planned for - "lost in wonder, love, and praise." 

These psalms include a statement of the problem
                   and also a statement of resolution, 
· resulting in praise and thanksgiving

· typically ‘out of the depths’, ‘out of the Pit’ – from a situation that seemed unresolvable
The God of Israel is the one who hears resolves disorientation
· These songs are not about the "natural" outcome of trouble
· only made possible by God who causes new life when none seemed possible
· true transformation
The lives of people and of communities on never static.  
They are always on the move.
4.  Thanksgiving Songs - the most obvious types

Psalm 30

The Psalm tells the story of going into trouble and coming out of trouble.

vs.1-3.  The Psalm begins in praise for a quite specific reason.  It is dominated by four action verbs credited to Yahweh:
    you have drawn me up  v.1               cf. to accusations made last week!
    you have healed me  v.2b
    you have lifted up my life  v.3a
    [you have] restored me to life  v.3b
This is a genuine experience of resurrection.  
(There is a reference to the Pit and Sheol, usual terms in laments.)

vs.4-5. These verses are a general invitation to the community to join in praise.  The simple formula is:
   What you must do (imperative): Sing praises . . . 
   What you must do (imperative): Remember
   What you must do (imperative): Give thanks . . . 
   Why (motivation): His anger only lasts for a moment . . . 

· The Psalmist does not deny that there has been trouble, but it has been powerfully overcome

· The move from weeping to joy (cf. John 16:20) is as reliable as the move from night to daybreak.

vs.6-10.  These verses tell the story of the move from orientation to disorientation
· Old orientation: v.6 “I felt secure and said to myself . . . “I said in my prosperity, "I shall never be moved" (it can't happen here) v.6

· Disorientation: You hid your face, I was dismayed v.7

vs.8-9 we are given a quote (lament) ‘I cried; I offered motivations for God to act’ 
v.9  ‘I uttered a petition.’ 
v.10.  The Psalm narrates a whole career of the relation to Yahweh from well-being (prosperity) to Pit, to new life.

vs.11-12.  The conclusion 
     You have turned,
     You have loosed,
     (You have) girded v.11

The mark of new life, inexplicable and unexpected, is confession expressed as thanks.  
· purpose of the Psalm appears to be to keep that memory of transformation alive

Psalm 138
This prayer remembers a time of need that has now been resolved in deliverance.  

vs.1-3 summarise the main action of thanksgiving
    I thank, 
    I sing,
    I bow down,


Location: the divine court of the gods IN HEAVENS v.1.  
· each god has witnesses to what he or she has done lately (cf. Isa 41:23; and 44:8) 
· Psalm 82 asserts that the only God who does not die is the one who cares for the poor
vs4-6 are a reiteration of the same themes
· now the community of praise is ON THE EARTH

· the kings of the earth are also pressed to confess to the Lord.  
· in what does Yahweh's great glory consist?  
· the clue and pivot point is in verse 6.  ‘He is high, but attends the lowly.  
· unlike the other gods in v.1and unlike the conventional kings in v.4.  
· characteristically kings and gods are high, but do not notice the lowly.

vs.7-8.  Such radical hope is grounded in the experience of the speaker
· he remembers trouble ad that God acts
    You did preserve
    You did stretch out your hand
    Your right hand delivered
5.  Communal Songs of Thanksgiving
Psalm 124 – a song for the congregation

v.1 with vs.2-5 as the response
v.6 with vs.7-8 as the response

Also psalms 65, 66.
Q. What examples of hymns and songs have you brought?

Talk about ‘How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him’  MP 249

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, "Your God reigns!"  NIV

This is a song about the return of exiles to a devastated Jerusalem – often those who sing it have no idea what it is on about, but they like the tune!
Play:  Faithful One so unchanging
Psalm 114

It is likely that the enthronement songs are victory songs that celebrate the Lord’s victory over Israel's enemies.  

This is a hymn that stays close to the narrative experience of Exodus.  
· it retells the story of deliverance to reinforce

Other Psalms of this type include 29, 96, 93, 97, 98, 99, 47.
6.  Hymns of Praise

Psalm 150 
The conclusion of the Psalter -  extravagant summons to praise 

· no reason needs to be given
Psalm 1 is a formal and intentional introduction to the Psalter.  
· life under the Torah is a precondition of all these Psalms
· the expectation of the Old Testament is not finally obedience, but adoration.

Other Psalms of this type include 117, 135, 100, 103, 113, 146, 147, 148, and 149.





















