Matthew 3.1-12   John the Baptist   9.12.07   All Saints

John the Baptist – last of the OT prophets - but a link

· Another Elijah, dressed like him, behaved like him

· Also opposed the current king – Ahab/Herod

THREE SAYINGS:


A.  Matt 3.2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near”

GNB “Turn away from your sins” – implication, from bad actions – but it is not this!

Meta-noia – Meta, to do with change

Metanoia – is to change one’s mind, or better, change one’s thinking, how you think

But we have grown up thinking it means to change our behaviour

· Believing that ‘To repent’ is to change what we do – NO!!

· No, it is to change what we think, or to turn away from one way of thinking to another

If it is about changing what we do, then:

· changing in order to receive the kingdom of God would then be a ‘Gospel of Works’

· i.e. “you have to be good to receive what God has to offer”

· i.e. “you can only have it if you are good”

· this is not the gospel of Jesus, it is not Grace

It is true that to receive the kingdom, [to receive Jesus] repentance is required

· But it is change of thinking that is required

So some then say, “Well what is the point in being good, or moral?”

· [A point that Paul takes up in his writings]

3.8 GNB “Do those things that will show that you have turned from your sins”

    NRSV “Bear fruit worthy of repentance [of changing your thinking]”

i.e. Let the fruit of good behaviour happen because you have changed you mind

We behave the way we do because of the way we think – did you know that?  

· wrong thinking happens before wrong behaviour

· that is why John (and Jesus) ask for metanoia to happen

1. If I think that you don’t like me, it will affect my behaviour 
[you see this people who have suffered a lot of rejection]

2. If I think that there are not enough resources to go round in the world – I will probably try to get as much as I can for myself

3. If I think that I have no personal value apart from what I do, I will be a driven person, to strive to impress and maybe succeed


Much more could be said about this:

· Fear
Envy
Anxiety
This is why trying hard with new year resolutions

· Pride
Anger
Greed

is generally a waste of time – no thinking has changed


B.  John 3.30  “He must increase, but I must decrease” – humble man

       GNB “He must become more important while I must become less important”

There similarities between John the B and the church

John came to make the road straight – to prepare the way

People asked, “Are you the one?”  “NO!”

When Jesus came he said, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world”

John 1.8 “He himself [John] was not the light, but he came to testify [or bear witness] to the light”

And so John saw that while many came to him

· His role was to make it easy for people to meet Jesus
to ‘straighten the road’

· And that as Jesus came, to hand these people over to Jesus

· John was working himself out of a job!

“He must increase, but I must decrease”

What is the role of the church?

· To make it straightforward for people to meet Jesus, encounter the kingdom

· So that our importance [as the church] become less as Jesus becomes more important –everything

Unfortunately, in Europe, and in the UK, the church has become increasingly threatened and insecure

I think, in many ways, the church has become more important than Jesus

The Big Issue now is:  ‘How can we survive?’

· The church has become an end in itself

· But, Jesus and his kingdom is truly the end

Note that John was beheaded – not survival there then!
When ever we make the means the end, we have created an idol

THE MAJOR SIN OF THE BIBLE – only one really
     talk about grieving the Spirit

The survival of any church [or part of that church] is only important in so far that it is making the road straight for people to meet Jesus and his kingdom

· NOT history, sentiment, friendly, always been here, attracts Christians to it, because someone’s mother left some money to it, because it suits my style

· But to help, prepare people to receive the kingdom

John is a model for the church


C.  Matt 3.11 “I baptise you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit”

· Jesus will not baptise you with water – why not?

· Because he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit

But in OT times it was only special, very special few people who had the Holy Spirit

· Joseph, Moses and his leaders, Joshua, Samson, Saul, David and very some others

But now the Spirit is for all people

· To receive properly, you need to repent, not to earn

· But otherwise you’ll never be compatible

How much we have been baptised in the Spirit depends on how much we have let our thinking be transformed

St Paul in Rom 12, “Be transformed by the renewing of your minds”

Prayer:

Lord God,
John the Baptist was a
member of the extended family of Mary & Joseph
friend of Jesus
co-worker with Jesus
and announcer for Jesus 

While prominent and strong
he knew who he was in you
and understood your calling on his life.

Therefore he was able 
to let his life decrease
and Jesus became more.

He then died before his time
because he was obedient.

Help us to be those
who also are able 
to make the path straight for others
to see and know Jesus
to taste and touch his kingdom.

And stop us from protecting
our own self-interests
or seeing our churches
more important
than the Christ.

So humble us we pray
even though it may be painful.  Amen.



