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Carols by Candlelight 2007 

A very large holy man was sitting under a tree by the side of the road

· an arrogant young soldier came walking by, and said to the holy man:

· “you look like a pig” - and went to walk by

Just as he did, the holy man looked up and said:

· “and you look like God!”

· The young soldier was taken completely by surprise

· “why did you say that I looked like God?”

The holy man replied:

“you see, we don’t see what’s outside us

we see what is inside us, and project it out.

“I sit here and think about God

and when I look out, that is what I see.

“you, on the other hand, must be thinking of something else!”

I wonder what you see this Christmas?

· Hassle, stress and worry – about presents, food and visitors?

· Too many things to do in too short a time – with urgency and deadlines facing you?

· Overwhelmed with material things – what shall I but the wife/husband/kids???

What do you see?      What are you thinking?

Tonight’s story tells us:

“In that region there were shepherds keeping watch – they were watching, looking, seeing . . . .”

open I think to look for more than sheep rustlers and hungry wolves

and no-one in the town heard and saw what they saw – a commotion in the sky

Of course, they had nothing else to do, but watch – or sleep [not very good option!]

· they were not hassled, stressed or worried 
 

– like all the folk fussing around in Bethlehem 

· they weren’t being urgent and chasing deadlines – the night would run its course as it always did

· and because they sat there - they saw it 

· the unexpected and the supernatural filling the heavens

Christmas is not always an easy time if you don’t have children

(you can be given the impression it is all for the kids)

· But some are:  single, married too late, unable to have children, maybe chose not to have any at all, some have had a child die, others are divorced and hardly (if ever) see their children

But even despite this, a child somewhere can have a way of eating into your heart, 
in such a manner that it will leave you changed forever

· a hungry child in Darfur, a child soldier in Uganda

· the delight of a niece/nephew or a godchild

· the lost little Madeline McCann

· two weeks ago we had 1000 children come and sing here – it made grown ups smile!

They have something that we lost a long time ago – and some of us we want it back

E.G. We’ve all seen a mother with her newborn child

· she will spend a long time just smiling into the face of her baby

· and eventually the child will start to return the smile

· she has to awaken the love within in its heart

· And when we get to our age [or the age of many of us]

· we have lost most of what we once had

And now God needs to reawaken that love within our own hearts – cos not good at smiling

· and he gives us a child in Jesus, a baby - reversing the roles

· we have become so preoccupied with ‘living’ that actually our spirits are ‘dying’

· we are unable to return the smile

Something in the shepherds hearts that night was suddenly awakened on seeing the glory and Jesus 

they became enchanted by what they saw -  it changed their lives

And there aren’t many things that can change us

I am not sure what you were doing on Thursday 6th September this year?

· I had been glossing ten doors and their frames over two days 

· news came through that Lucino Pavarotti had died, 5am at his home in Modena – aged 71

The classical music radio stations were in mourning – Pavarotti had gone!

Italy was in mourning

One of the greatest tenors of our time – if not the best

People were phoning, texting and emailing into the radio station – people in tears

One email struck me by its simplicity
   “I heard Pavarotti sing Schubert’s Ave Maria, 
    and it made me a better person”

I knew what he meant!

He let the Beauty/Wonder/Mystery get to him – gets behind defences of the mind, it opens us up

Another person said: “When I hear St Matthew’s Passion I sometimes feel that God is right inside me

There are not many things that will change us – in fact very few – three main ones

1.  A child – which is what we have here

Jesus presents other children to us as a childless adult – “here is the standard”

2.  Beauty and wonder – which the shepherds were overwhelmed - in fields/stable

Well, they say; “Only artists and children can help us imagine a new reality [or a new way of living]”  (without them we would be lost – and I think Western society is lost)

3.  Suffering – which is the end of the Jesus story on that cross

And this is a tricky one . . . .

Last Monday my wife and I went to see friends in Yorkshire

· the wife, aged 46, has been diagnosed with advanced ovarian cancer

· everything has changed for them

· she cried when we prayed for her and her husband

· And yet, they do not regret the changes it has brought in them

· That suddenly, what is important and what is trivial is clear to see

· something has been awakened (come into focus) within them – not true for most of us

So what do you see this Christmas?

The mundane, ordinary life - or beauty and wonder?

The trivial - or the important?

Your own personal likes and dislikes – or do you see love?

What do you see? 

What do you think about?

A pig or God?

