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The NT reading today (from John’s gospel) is about Jesus recruiting two men to follow him

· it is the second of two such stories in this chapter

The first of these characters in our reading is Philip – to whom Jesus simply says, “Follow me”

· as a foot note in brackets: v.44 Philip was from the same village as Andrew and Peter who had already been recruited

· they were men who knew each other

· a circle of friends who almost certainly knew Jesus previously

· I do not think that Jesus was picking men up cold off the street

· they had a history

This continues in what happens next

Philip had a friend called Nathaniel (this is called social networking today!)

· he calls on his and says, “We have found the one our Bible talks about (and guess who it is??) – Jesus of Nazareth

· “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”

The Typical Sermon, that we love to hate, based on this passage runs like this:

· Philip did his bit by bringing Nathaniel to Jesus

· You must now do your bit by bringing your friends to Jesus, to church

· Two common responses:

1. Motivated by guilt – we go and try (and fail?) – finding that ought/duty alone is not sufficient

2. “I’m not falling for that” – instead we try and improve our publicity and communication in the hope that ‘them out there’ might come and join ‘us in here’
· and not a lot seems to change

This does not seem to get us very far
We have to be honest – the church has been in numerical decline for over a hundred years – throughout all our lifetimes

This has left us with a terrible legacy

1.  That if we do not do something, nothing will be left of the church 
So it all ends up being about our survival

· the survival of the church is never a concern in the N.T. – Jesus or Paul

· it was a concern in the O.T. and they lost everything (cf. my up and coming Lent Course)

· so for us Mission, evangelism, outreach all becomes focussed on getting more people into church

· and when more are in here the better we feel (Jesus never gets into this game)

2.  Secondly, this mission business has all got tied up with what you believe in your head

Asking “do you believe in Jesus” today (as in baptism) means something quite different than when it was asked 1000 years ago

· over the past 700 years we have moved into the head

· and over the past 400 years we have become specialists

· so belief has then little more to do than whether people agree with what I believe, or not

· we have concentrated on getting others to become what we are – with out offering them the true life of God

What can we make of this passage that might be helpful?

“We have found him” Philip said
· we are not asking people to come and join the church

· but to follow a teacher (Rabbi) who shows us how to access love and heaven here and now

· people might find that by coming to church – but many will not
“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” replies Nathaniel

· Jesus might have said that there was nothing false about Nathaniel (v.44) no guile

· but he was very cynical – as so many of us are today

· as we prejudge people and situations

· no longer open for newness that might come to us from the most unlikely people or situations (be they poor people, immigrant people, places like Nazareth or Grimsby)

What is Philip’s response?  “Come and see” (exact words of Jesus to Andrew and Simon Peter (v.39)

· don’t give me your twisted ideas – come and see

· like me, you were probably brought up not to trust your senses

· ‘stick to what you know in your head, not your heart’

· ‘you don’t know where your senses might lead you’

· well, they might lead you to love, to heaven

· good though the head is, you cannot sense heaven there

Jesus is full of the senses

Hear o Israel

Who touched me?

He looked over Jerusalem and wept

Now do you see?

or Taste and see

But while we stay too long in our minds

· we can ever argue with the like of Prof Dawkins and never taste what love is like

· never have our souls replenished by beauty and goodness and peace

So what should we now do?

Jesus came to show us love, and that the gateway to heaven is everywhere now

· as the Celtic Christians so clearly wrote and sang 
  within you, without you
  before you, behind you
  below you, above you
  in the ordinary affairs of daily living


If we have tasted this heaven and not invited others to it – then this is a crime

If we have not sensed this life in all its fullness recently (or ever), then there is nothing more important for you to pursue this today

Then can we take other people to this well where we have drank of the water of life

· sensing all that Jesus pointed to – life, love, heaven, God

· because this is what people ‘out there’ (and in here) are looking for

This, folk, is something we must do

· not just out of a sense of duty

· but also because it would be hard-hearted not to

So where will you taste heaven this week?

And who will you share that experience with (it can be anyone)?     

A favourite quote

The Baptist civil rights leader, Howard Thurman (friend of Martin Luther King), said this, 
“Don't ask what the world needs. Ask what makes you come alive, and go do it. Because what the world needs are people who have come alive.”
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