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Friday was the feast of the Epiphany
· for Eastern churches (Egypt, Russia, Greece, Syria, India . . ) this is a bigger deal than Christmas 

· for us in the West (Catholic and Protestant) it is only about the visit of the magi 

· but not all Christians see it this way

Eastern Christians say that the Epiphany is about everything from the birth in the stable, all the visitors who come, Jesus’ childhood, right through to his baptism

· often calling is a Theophany (divine manifestation) rather than Epiphany (just manifestation)

· all of this, they say, shows us God (reveals)

Today’s reading is therefore the Baptism of Jesus by John

As soon as Jesus came up out of the water

· the heavens opened

· the spirit descended like a dove

· a voice from heaven said: “You are by beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased”

This, say Eastern Christians, is the climax of what started in the stable - the revealing of God to the world

So as Jesus starts his work, God does not give him any strategic plan
· no Job Description

· nothing written on a piece of A4 paper

· no aims, objectives, values or mission statement

· he just had his identity affirmed – he knew who he was (beloved Son)
(The other time this is affirmed is just before Jesus makes the journey to Jerusalem to die [9:7]

· the transfiguration with Peter, James and the other John

· addressed to the disciples: “this is my beloved son – listen to him”)

My point this morning, therefore, is this:

· All you need to make your journey of faith in the world is to know who you are

· Whose beloved daughter or son are you, eternally?
· if you know this it does not matter what else you do (cf. last week’s talk)

This, I believe, is the core of the spiritual quest

If you do not know this identity you will look for another one

· you will adopt (or create) another image for yourself, another identity – which we call the false self

· you have to!  you have to be somebody

· even the recluse might see themselves as a hermit, or as being ‘not part of society’

This image will be either a positive one

· by ‘bigging-up’ what you are good at

· taking too seriously the roles you have in life (job, hobby, church) – as if they are eternal
· or by getting others to notice what you do

Or it can be a negative image or identity

· by saying that you are lousy and nobody likes you

· playing the victim game

· or even becoming infamous by committing some terrible crime

If you don’t know who you truly are then you will need to construct some other image instead

· but it does not lead to life – instead it leads to death (as St Paul says)
· because you cannot keep it up

· and it takes up a lot of anxious energy maintaining the image (today’s culture has sold out on this)

I think that all of this is tied up with OUR CALLING

To be a called person is not first about ‘what to do’

· instead, it is about ‘who you are’ and ‘whose you are’

There are times in life when some people get some clear direction about what to do

· but I wonder if we have overdone this aspect of our calling
· in our activist culture

I believe that when you know ‘who you are’ then it is not difficult to decide what to do

· because I don’t think it matters what you do

· Augustine:  ‘Love God, and then do as you please”

It seemed to be enough for Jesus
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