Romans 8.26-end (Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52) St Peter’s   1

Introduction

a.  Central to Paul’s teaching – God’s life is much more intertwined with our lives that we have ever imagined

· “In him we live and move and have our being” Acts 17:28 “We are God’s offspring”

· “Our lives are hidden with Christ in God”  Colossians 3.3

· “Nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus”

· the term ‘in Christ’ – 88 times in Paul’s writings

· Prayer of St Patrick:
God beneath you, 
     



God in front of you
    



God behind you
    



God above you
    



God within you

b.  The second half of Romans 8 is a wonderful oasis at the end of a terribly heavy (and often alien to us) argument

“Saying anything about this is like trying to describe Beethoven’s 9th Symphony in words – it speaks for itself” said one commentator 
Four observations:

1.  vs.26-27  Our prayers are more than what we speak
Most if us grew up believing that to pray means to speak

· more recently we have learnt that being silent is essential to prayer, and may be more essential than words spoken

· but here Paul adds a third way of praying – ‘groaning’
Various translations of this passage

i) it is the Spirit who prays on our behalf with groans (traditional)
ii) ‘Through our inarticulate groans, the Spirit himself is praying for us’
      (cf. v.23  where it states that it is we who groan)

· groaning can easily turn to moaning

· why do we groan?  As an expression of dissatisfaction

· ‘things are not as they should be’

2.  v.28 In all things God works for the good of those who love him 
    ‘All things work together for good for those who love him’

· at its worst, we take this to mean, “Don’t worry, I am sure everything will work out in the end of the day”

· a sort of ‘holy optimism’

· to not see things this way is then regarded as a lack of faith

Another way of looking at this is: ‘With God nothing is wasted’

· some terrible, painful, distressing things and sin happen on a regular basis in  our lives

· and it is NOT alright to say, “Well, all things work together for good”

But it is OK to ask a question instead, “What has this to teach me?”

Rather than what we normally ask, “Do I like this?  Yes or No.”

We come to God (to life – the same thing) through all that happens in life and not just an edited version

· we come to God not despite our sin, but more usually through and because of our sin

· Rohr:  ‘Everything Belongs’

3.  v.33 Who condemns you?
Paul often revels in the courtroom image

· who will bring any charge against us?
· who it is that condemns?

· who will separate us from the love of Christ?

· will hardship, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, danger or the sword (violence)?

Around the year 1500 there was a new widely available invention:  the mirror

· some say it was a watershed in history 

· a split within the self happened, people started to look at themselves from the outside

· “We do not live inside ourselves anymore, we live through the eyes of others” as we see ourselves as they see us

· Am I OK?

Who is it that condemns us?  We do!

· We do it to ourselves

· as we try to project image, position, reputation, status, achievements, class, standing, esteem

· but, if we let this die – then no-one can touch us

· no-one can touch a dead man

4.  vs.37-end  Nothing can separate us from the love of God
Just as no-one can condemn us

We have an idea that God is separate to us

We are more God than the things we think we are each day (False Self)

Witness of science

· when you get down to the root of all things (quantum mechanics) there seems to be nothing but energy
Prayer

O God
who does point or condemn
who is not ‘over there’, but here
who does not destroy, but redeems.
Help us to believe your unbelievable message
that if we let go of the importance of our self-constructed worlds
we will fall into your never ending love
won by a man on a cross.
Then we will be free.
Amen.
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