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Recent questionnaire to the clergy

“Does it bother you preaching about giving in the church?”

Two answers

  1.  ‘yes is does bother me – and sometimes quite a bit’

  2.  ‘no it does not bother me – as the use/misuse of money is at the core of the gospel

1.  Yes, is does bother me!

You will see in your pack financial information about our present situation (too much info?) – and this is after making some drastic cuts (esp in staffing)

· the bottom line is that we need to raise and extra £28,000 through our giving to cover our fixed costs

· a. this is an enormous amount of money – and I know it is worrying a good number of people

· b. but this is not an enormous amount of money considering how much flows through our household finances each year – and Jesus tell us not to worry about it

In reality, it would take just over 20 households to give £1000 a year (£20/week) that they did not give before (and Gift Aid it) to solve the problem

· £20/week – playing golf, taking private lessons in dancing, horse riding, music etc.

· £1000 does not go far on a holiday , new car, new kitchen, or house extension

· £1,000 is not much money for many people (although it is for some)

The Church of England challenges church members as an initial target to give 5% of their income, after tax, to the local church, and 5% to other good causes – see brochure
And what would be my Bible passage to support this ‘in your face’ approach on giving?

· Malachi 3.8-12

· from a time when God’s people were keeping back money for themselves and were not fulfilling their responsibilities to the household of faith
   - what they pledged to do was no longer happening
   - the poor and the outcasts were not supported
   - they were not meeting their financial responsibilities

· Malachi was very much ‘in your face’ – he simply called it ‘robbing God’

We have commitments and a responsibility to balance our books 

or

We must decide not to have what we have at the moment in terms of our ministry, church life and mission

Do you know what?  Jesus never coerces people on these matters!
Challenge, Yes!  But not make feel guilty.
So why do I not like talking about this?

· because a large chunk of the money we are talking about has to do with my (and Dave Mock’s) salary, my housing and my pension

· I don’t know of many other people we are put in this position in their place of work

2.  Why does it NOT bother me talking about this subject?

Because at the heart of the gospel Jesus talked about money, wealth and economic justice

In fact, Jesus talked about money, wealth and economic justice more than any other subject

· more than sex – which the world and church are completely obsessed with

· more than worship – wouldn’t that be Jesus’ no.1 concern
· and even more than prayer

Don’t you find that amazing?

If we get the money question right first, then prayer and worship start to fall into place more easily

Parables
Prodigal son – is about inherited wealth

Tenants in the vineyard
Talents – not to do with our creative gifts, it is to do with money

Unforgiving servant – was about money, not simply about being offended
Rich man and Lazarus

We habitually spiritualise them and so make them less demanding

To preach about these things in church is often to create hostility

· when Jesus had his encounter with the Rich Young Ruler (and he implicitly raised the issue ‘How did you get so rich?’) – he walks away
· the disciples exclaimed – ‘Who then can be saved?’

And so Jesus taught:

· it is harder for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven than for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle

· you cannot serve God and money – the pursuit of wealth is the opposite to the pursuit of God

· forgiveness of sin has to be about the cancellation of the debts of the poor

· our giving must come from thankful, cheerful and generous hearts

· there is no salvation (redemption etc.) without radical financial transformation

This is the story of Zacchaeus

· the sign of his conversion was not that he prayed more, attended the synagogue or was nice to his neighbours

· but that he paid money back to people on whose backs he had become rich

· the story must lead us to ask:  ‘How have we become so rich?’

Jesus bases his teaching on the great heritage of the Old Testament, that taught

· you can be too rich – not acceptable view today

· so a good question for homegroups, prayer groups, fellowship groups – ‘What is too rich?’
· Jesus taught you can be too poor – so ‘How much is too poor?’

· he taught that the great divide between the rich and the poor is not natural (but sinful)

· that it should not be tolerated

· ultimately leads to harming everyone, rich and poor

I do not mind talking about these matters, because it is not about raising money for me
But it is about my own salvation, conversion (call it what you will)

· and if I do not take seriously the teaching of Jesus, then may be I will not enter the kingdom of heaven

I also know that if we tackle these greater more mighty issues, then an extra £28,000 to be given into church funds can then just be regarded as chicken feed
The message from Jesus about money is not about guilt or coercion 

· but is does require courage and obedience 

Prayer
Generous and giving God
whose heart is abundance and whose name is love
teach us what it means to live as your daughters and sons
with no fear of scarcity
but with trust in your great provision
so that we can be generous and giving
in a world of loss and need
as Jesus always was.  Amen.
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