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Today’s gospel reading is about bridesmaids not being ready for a wedding 
(my experience is  that this is always true!)
· I have been to many church weddings (Church of England and others)

· also one in a Scottish hotel – which I took
one in a baronial hall
and to some from the Pakistani community in Birmingham

· This wedding is another kind – with different procedures and protocols

There is one main message from it

Are we ready for the coming of Christ?

But this begs the question – ‘What does it mean to be ready?’

Having been born in 1955, I grew up as a child of the 1960’s

· during the Vietnam war and at the height of the nuclear arms race

· in the climate of the Bay of Pigs incident, and the Cuban missile crisis

· as I grew up I was aware of my parent’s anxiety (especially my mother’s) about what was happening in the world

· the threat of nuclear war

When the question came up in our household about the second coming of Christ 
The big question . . . .

· what would come first?
   a.  mushroom cloud of the atomic bomb on one horizon
   b.  or the chariots of Jesus with the sounds of trumpets on the other

· the question put to me – “will I be doing something worthy when Jesus comes, or will I be found drinking alcohol in a pub?!”
· so talk about being ready for the coming of Christ can be rather ‘other worldly’, shrouded in religious language, and bizarre – but it should not be
In Matthew 25 we have three parables that should be taken together

· Jesus is now talking to his disciples – as the Temple rulers have backed away from him

· 1. ten bridesmaids v.1
2. talents v.14
3. the sheep and goats v.31
1.  “The kingdom of heaven will be like this . . .” (25.1) – the Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids

· ‘keep awake therefore, for you do not know the day or the hour’

· be ready, stay awake

2.  Parable of the talents does not say in the original ‘the Kingdom of heaven will be like this’

· it is a parable about a man who goes on a journey, but leaves talents/money with his servants to look after (not gifts and abilities)  (cf.18.24)  (1 Talent = 6,000 Denarii)
· this parable, in my view (and others), is normally interpreted wrongly – as Jesus is not talking about gifts, abilities – he is talking about money
· this parable is about what life is really like – not the kingdom of Heaven
· life is about making money

· those who have more money have a greater chance of making more 
(on Monday David Cameron slammed Britain's top bosses for awarding themselves a massive 49 per cent pay rise)
· those who have little (one talent) have to pay a high interest rates, 
those who have more money have a attract a low interest rate
· ‘All those who have will be given more, but those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away’ – treated by the economic system as ‘useless servants’ (25.30)
· that’s how the economy worked then, and that is how it works today

3.  The parable of the sheep and the goats starts off ‘When the Son of Man comes’

And it affirms

· those who tend and care for the oppressed and vulnerable – WHEN?
· because as they did it, they did as to Jesus

But also states, that when we did not welcome the stranger, the sick person or imprisoned – WHEN?
· we did not welcome Jesus either

So going back to the first parable ‘What does it mean to be ready?’

· it does not mean playing the game of market which punishes those who lose – the way of the world
· but rather following the way of the Son of Man

To be ready, awake and prepared for the coming of Jesus is to:

practice care for the outsider

giving food to the hungry

shelter to the homeless

welcome to the stranger

“I tell you, when you did this to the least of these least important ones, you did it to me”

How do we ready ourselves for the coming of Jesus?      
· the prophet Micah would puts it like this:

· ‘act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with God’ – here, today, now

· it is not about looking to the heavens with the sound of wondrous worship – it about living as Jesus lived, now – no religious formula, not about piety
· don’t sell your soul to the economic system (Mammon) as it cares little for vulnerable people

The tent protest outside St Paul’s (very much in the news this week)

· church and the protesters are now (eventually) saying the same thing

· “There is something fundamentally wrong with our economic system when some can be so poor and others so rich”  Archbishop of Canterbury??
· We are not acting justly in our nation or the world
Q.  What would we do if tents were put up in the churchyard?

The Global Rich List

“We gaze enviously at the richest people in world.  Wondering what it would be like to have that sort of cash. But where would you sit on one of those lists? Here's your chance to find out.”

It asks, how rich are you

· I am in the top 6% of earners in the world

· If I include benefits in kind (housing, pension, council tax) – it is less than 3%

· more than 6 Billion people are poorer than me – dreaming what they would do if they had my wealth
Today is a special Sunday, themed:
‘Hope for Creation’ is being organised in response to the desperate need for urgent action to tackle climate change.

Christians from Australia, Brazil, the Netherlands, New Zealand, the UK, Nepal and over 45 other countries across the world are being asked to pray and speak out for action to protect creation and our global neighbours who depend on it

Supported by a wide range of Christian aid agencies

Climate change is happening – the evidence (and scientists) is now overwhelming
· it will affect our lives, and our children’s etc.

· Q. but the people it will affect the most are who?  the poorest

· the vulnerable
hungry
refugees
those who live where water is scarce

Even Bill Gates:  ‘The poor must not be sacrificed to save the rich’

We are called to be ready for the coming of Jesus (who incidentally comes every day)

by acting justly, loving mercy and walking humbly with God

Three thin as we can do (as we face the greatest of all threats)
1. Can we take seriously this climate threat that faces us all?

2. Can we do something to play our part to help reduce the effects of it, especially for the poor?

3. Can we pray?  Because many people are saying starting to say ‘God help us’

Then, maybe, we might be a bit more ready for the coming of Christ
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