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Jesus has been responding (in Matthew 21-22) to the numerous questions of the Pharisees, the Sadducees, the chief priest and the Scribes

· those who held religious and civic power

· and many of whom controlled the wealth of Israel

They are hacked-off with Jesus after his so-called ‘cleansing of the Temple’ action

· where he condemns the Temple set-up, and those who have vested interests in it

“What authority have you got for doing this?” they demand

· who gave you the right to throw your weight around?

· who do you think you are?

· we’re in charge here – it is us who has the authority

You might well ask the same of me

What right have I got to stand up and spout off each week

· well I have official authority – paperwork to prove it
· degree, ordination certificates, and license to be Team Rector

This is Ok in so far as it goes
But you and I know that this is not enough or even necessary to speak for God

· there need also to be personal authority
· has anything that I say hold any sway with you?

· personal authority is then recognised (or not) by others

Jesus had no official authorisation

· no degree

· no ordination

· no accreditation

· no certificates of achievement

· no official position in the Temple

· and was not accepted by the religious authorities

However, he clearly knew the scriptures, and others called him Rabbi (teacher)

But it was evident that he held a personal authority – the ordinary people knew it

And how was this recognised?

· he had personal integrity – what he said and what he did matched up
· it seemed to come from a deep well within him

· he did not rely on what other people thought about him

· what he had could not be taken away from him
not damaged or destroyed
nor threatened, and he was unoffendable

· he could not be trapped

When people me him they just knew – Jesus had it

· on rare occasions we also meet individuals who have it – not many

· and in a sense, you cannot touch them – this is God-given
All through these two chapters of Matthew (21-22) the so-called ‘great and good’ were trying to undermine and question Jesus’ authority

His response?

· to show that they were not fulfilling the obligations of the official posts that they held

· he exposed their fear

· told them that they did not do what they knew God clearly expected of them

· they exploit the poor, widows and orphans

· they did not believe in the generosity of God

· they collude with the Romans (who occupy the country)

And in the following chapters he warns the people about them

· because they are posers and hypocrites

· and their great edifices of power and buildings are going to come tumbling down – and they did!
· have nothing to do with them!

As a last ditched attempt the Pharisees come with one final question

“Teacher/Rabbi, which is the greatest commandment in the law?”

37 Jesus answered,  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.38 This is the greatest and the most important commandment.39 The second most important commandment is like it:  Love your neighbour as you love yourself.40 The whole Law of Moses and the teachings of the prophets depend on these two commandments. 22.37-40

It is on this very paragraph (cf. Shema) that the church’s Purpose Statement is based

I want now to say a few things about the second part of this answer
“Love you neighbour as yourself”

For two reasons:

1.  It has been said, that one good way to love God is to love God in the other person

2.  The best way to love yourself, is also to love what you see of yourself in other people

· the reason why some people really wind you up is because they are just like YOU!
Three suggestions

1.  Listen to other people - really listen

Abbot Christopher Jamison: “What is the best way to love somebody?”

· listen to them

· not hear them, but listen

· not let them say their bit and then you say your bit

· not to think what to say next while they are still speaking

· not so that you can correct them

The value of the Listening Course (Acorn)

(Although it will make no difference to you if it is not in your heart to listen – just a formal piece of paper)
The Quaker Parker Palmer talks of the ‘Honest Question’ – we rarely ask

Many of the questions we ask, he claims, are not honest

· we often don’t want to know what other really think, as it may change us

· we ask questions so that we can tell them about our week

· to find out whether they agree with me or not

· to gather information for ourselves, or gossip

· to confirm our image of them – yes I thought they were a pratt

· or to steer their thinking, “Have you ever thought is might be your mother’s fault?”

An honest question is a completely open question

To truly listen may change me, and change them

To love is to give somebody your undivided time and attention

2.  Practice Justice

Unfortunately, to love has often become tied up with things being ‘all nice’

· but the hard work of working for justice is a courageous way to love

· it may well get us into some unpleasant situations

· yet it is a special way of making a commitment to those who have been sinned against, oppressed or stolen from

Desmond Tutu “If you steal me pen, I forgive you; but I expect you to give it me my pen back”

The principle at the heart of the Jewish scriptures is summed up in the word of Micah the prophet

‘Act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with God’

And this is ted up with my third point:

3.  Take the risk in reaching other people

Ann Morisy in her writings talks about the importance of journeying out to other people

Traditionally, the church deals with its falling numbers and the importance of mission by seeing if we can get more people to come along

· so we might change our worship

· start new activities

· do better publicity

And this is Ok in as far as it goes

· but it usually places most of the risk on the other person

· to make their way through the frightening church door

· to be embarrassed because they do not know where to sit, what to do, or who is who

· probably have to take the risk of starting up a conversation with one of these ‘inside people’

Ann Morisy says that it is a very loving thing if we take on most of that risk

· if we travel into their world as a church community or individuals – rather than relying on them to travel into ours

· if we initiate these conversations

· that we take the risk of being misunderstood or being made to look a fool

But it is easier not to take the risk

· and rely solely on the attractional model of mission

· but Jesus’ missional was incarnational – he took the risk

Yet when we take these risks the effect can be overwhelmingly wonderful for the person on the receiving end

· we can do this personally, but also as a church community

Learning to do this, I suggest, will help us love other people, love God, and even love ourselves – wouldn’t that be great!
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