Mark 12.41-44 (Mark 12.38-44)                                                               1

Jesus Denounces the Scribes

38 As he taught, he said, ‘Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the market-places, 39and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honour at banquets! 40They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.’ 

The Widow’s Offering

41 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. 43Then he called his disciples and said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.’ 

Mark 13 The Destruction of the Temple Foretold

As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Look, Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!’ 2Then Jesus asked him, ‘Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.’ 

Read 12.41-44

Q.  What have we generally been told about this passage?  What it means, and how do we apply it?

i.e. the piety of a poor woman (patronising and totally missing the point!)
This is Passion Sunday – Jesus’ last visit to the Temple before he is killed – why would Jesus give such a teaching then?

· This woman was a widow, was probably a mother, and was poor – and exploited
· But Jesus is condemning the system that leads her to her actions

Read 12.37b-40

What does this passage have to tell us?

v.38  There is a warning against the pretence of the scribes.  
Q. What are the four things they love:
 
to walk around in their long robes
 
to be greeted with respect in the market place         Wanted social power
 
to have reserved seats in the synagogues 
 
to have the best place at parties

Privilege and status 

· the opposite of what Jesus calls for – people being concerned to be ‘last’ and ‘servant’

· the entire class of Scribes is dismissed as unsuitable for discipleship

These are hard words, but they get harder

Q.  How have they won this advantage?

“they take advantage of widows and rob them of their homes” 
(devouring the estate of widows)

How did they devour the estate of widows?

· by foreclosing when the poor could not afford to pay their taxes and debts with exorbitant interest

· by ‘administering’ the estate of widows, as they could not be trusted with them
and taking (high) ‘fees’ to do it (Solicitors fees)
The Torah (law) is quite clear: ‘widows and orphans must be protected’

· but here the people who should care for them are exploiting them

· daylight robbery

“Their punishment will be all the worse!”

Back to Mark 12.41-44

Here Jesus is sat opposite the Treasury 
Q. What do you think the treasury is?  cf. Treasury in the UK

This is not collection plate, but the tax office!

· as many popped their money in – calls his disciples over
“Many rich men dropped in a lot of money;42 then a poor widow came along and dropped in two little copper coins, worth about a penny.43 He called his disciples together and said to them, I tell you that this poor widow put more in the offering box than all the others.44 For the others put in what they had to spare of their riches; but she, poor as she is, put in all she had to live on.”

She was not giving her collection – she was being taxed (very heavily!)

· the temple official were robbing this woman of her very means of livelihood

· not caring for her but robbing her

Jesus never calls the poor to give up the last penny that they have – esp as she might have a family

13.1a  Jesus ‘exits’ the Temple for the last time before the Passover – with anger, I think
Let us now read Mark 13.1-2

Hard to know the disciples attitude: not understanding and unaware or embarrassed and stupid?
They say: “Look at these fine stones!  Look at these magnificent buildings!”

· the buildings had recently been refurbished and upgraded – and project of Herod the Great

· looked like snow as you came up to Jerusalem – from historians

Jesus: “You these great (ironic?) buildings, not a single stone here will be left in its place; everyone of them will be thrown down”

· this is the judgement on the Temple and its systems of exploitation

13.3  Jesus sits facing the temple on My Olives and they ask “When will all this happen?”

well it happened in AD70

Everything was lost (2nd time) – cos of failure to do what was required

· justice

· too preoccupied with the temple, and own self –interest

What is the lesson for us?

1.  If we do not deal with the issues of justice, we also will lose what we have

· Maybe this is happening already

2.  8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?    Micah 6.8
3.  Do we practice injustice?  How?
· women and children are the first victims of injustice world-wide, mothers

4.  Fourth mark of mission of the church

· To seek to transform unjust structures of society
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