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Congregations across the country, and across the world, are reading this gospel about the feeding of the 5000 – as it is a set reading for today

Where Jesus: 
took bread
 


blessed bread
 


broke bread
 


and gave bread to hungry people

Feeding 5000 men, together with women and children, from the initial meagre offering of two loaves and five small fish

It is a parallel story (or even a re-enactment) of the incident from the Old Testament – our first reading

· where we are told seven times about moaning people – moaning because they too were hungry

Both sets of people are in the ‘wilderness’
· not exactly the Goyt Valley of the Holy Land

· but a crude and rough landscape (some would say moonscape) that was regarded as ‘a god-forsaken place’

Both sets of people are given what they need – ‘enough’

And both sets of people are reminded that God is not a God of scarcity – but of abundance

Today as we meet in this church with our Mayor, and our Mayor to be

· as Christians, believers, people of other faiths or no faith

· as politicians, council employees and officers, business people, unemployed, redundant or retired, homemakers, parents and maybe some villains too
· we cannot ignore what has happened in the world about us where people fear scarcity – that there is not enough

The mass murder and bomber Anders Breivik who believed in the relatively large country of Norway with less than 6 million people – that there would not be ‘enough’ for immigrants too – so he killed 77 people (mainly young people)
Rupert and James Murdoch, who while having the second biggest media empire in the world still wanted more (BSkyB) – as what they have was not ‘enough’
Where we as Western nations have built up great piles of debt, not because we were poor developing nations, but because we wanted even more – because we thought we’d be happier if we had more – we did not think we had ‘enough’
And then we pan over to Somalia and East Africa where people truly do not have ‘enough’
· (and while there are problems with local militias etc.)

· there is ‘enough’ in the world to have if others had not taken more than they needed

[I do have to say that I take my hat off to our government who have kept up the overseas aid budget when there has been enormous pressure to decrease it – and to the efforts of Secretary of State for International Development - Andrew Mitchell MP
· the Department for International Development's overall £7.8bn budget has been unaffected by the government's deficit-cutting measures

· the aid to Somalia and East Africa has outshone what other major European nations have done so far - shame on them
· of course, even more can be done]
The story of the Bible starts in Genesis with what is like a song – a great song of praise to God for God’s generosity and provision

· the first account of creation repeats, ‘it is good, it is good, it is very good’

The psalms celebrate this abundance - “You give to everyone and they are satisfied”

· God is utterly reliable and the fruitfulness of the world is guaranteed 

Yet, when we come to Pharaoh in Egypt we meet an emperor who does not believe this and says, “There is not enough, let’s get everything!”

· at night Pharaoh has a dream (a nightmare actually - as all emperors do) that there will be a famine in the land

· and so he gets organised to administer, control and monopolise the food supply

· leading the cruel enslavement and exploitation of an immigrant people – the Children of Israel

But once God’s people are free of the tyranny of Pharaoh out in the desert they can’t help but think back to the flesh-pot of Egypt
· “It might have been hard, but at least we had meat and gravy”  (Big Mac = Big Pharaoh?)
· “Yet we have come out of slavery to the God-forsaken wilderness to die

In brief, God’s instructions to them were:
1.  We are moving to a new economy (or rather the original economy of creation)

· where we trust in God’s provision in nature to give us all we need

2.  God will provide bread (Manna) in the wilderness

· take all that you need, but do not hoard more than you need, otherwise it will turn rotten in your hands
· and guess what the people did – they took more than they needed, and it turned rotten
· Q. Where did they learn this? – in Egypt

· having more did them ‘no good’

APPL:
The problem is that we have been nurtured in the culture of Egypt too

· in an environment that teaches, ‘there is not enough to go round so get what you can’

· with the belief that just a little bit more will make us happier

· whereas the evidence suggests the opposite

On the TV a multi-millionaire was asked, “How much do you need?”

· can you guess his answer?  “Just a bit more”

The Spanish mystic and saint, Teresa of Avila, said:

· “All you need is enough – which is very little actually”

The prophet Isaiah asked: “Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and work for that which does not satisfy?”  Isa 55.2
We are one of the richest nations on earth, yet we never feel that we have enough – as we have got richer we have not got happier
· this morning we are confronted by these two stories which speak of another way of living – a different economy (if you will)
We need your help: as our Mayor, Councillors, Officers, politicians of every political party and no political party if we are ever going to move to God’s intended way of living
And I believe that you need our help to reinterpret these stories – to rescue them from being so spiritualised that they are of no earthly or practical use

There is no future for a people who will not work in partnership with others

· as the John Sentamu (Archbishop of York) affirms there is only one race – the human race

· and we either thrive together, or we suffer in our separation

Cllr:  Martin Hardy and your colleagues I say to you:  
May God help you 
to help us 
build this different way of living.  Amen.
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