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All of the readings set for today are about calling

1 Corinthians 1.1-9
 
 . . to all who are called to be God’s people
 
 . . to God who called you into solidarity with Jesus Christ

John 1.29-42 – the calling of the brothers Andrew and Simon

Mark 1.14-20 – the calling of the brothers Andrew & Simon, and then James and John

Jeremiah 1.4-10 – the calling of the young Jeremiah

I want to begin by contrasting what happens when the people call for a leader and when God calls a leader

I Samuel 8 – where the people of Israel call for a king ‘like the other nations around them’

But they were warned about kings (basically you don’t want one!)

· they will enslave your sons in the army where they will get killed

· they will be enlisted in the arms trade – making weapons and chariots
· your daughters too will be signed up to run the royal palaces

· and they will become sexual commodities for the monarchy – concubines, a form of semi-legalised abuse
Such kings like to behave like emperors:
· where the people become slaves

· wealth is gathered to the elite at the ‘top’ of society, or the centre of the nation
· religion is centrally controlled
· desire to extend boundaries and increase influence

God said through Samuel (the prophet) have nothing to do with it
So what did they get in Saul?

· a man who was good looking, tall, wealthy and influential (been to Eton?!)

· someone who could ‘do the job’ – by human judgement
· he had the transferable skills and his CV looked impressive

· (e.g. Look at any clergy advert or job description)

· IT TURNED OUT TO BE A NIGHTMARE – as they were warned
Several 100s of years later . . . . 

When God calls a leader/prophet, what do they get in Jeremiah?S
You have heard ‘it was the best of times and the worst of times’

Well, this was ‘the worst of times and the worst of times’
National Collapse when Jerusalem was defeated in 587 by Babylon (Iraq)

COLLAPSE: institutional, religious, military, environmental, economic

When God calls for a leader in the most desperate time, God chooses a boy/young man v.7

· who has no influence

· does not think he is up to the job

· is terrified

· and has no idea what to say

(In contrast to Saul who was influential, able, big and not fearful)

The best steer that God gives Jeremiah is:

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you . . .”  v.5f

NE – “What will I do when I retire?”

but this is the wrong question

‘who are you?’ is the right one

As humans we are usually focussed on task – it is where we derive our self-worth from (but this is very dodgey)

What must I do to inherit eternal life?
What shall we do as a church?
What will I do when I retire? (often still addicted to doing)

If you know ‘who’ you are, you can then do more or less what you like

because it comes from a different energy – we call this energy love (not wilful)

We emphasise gifts to encourage and build each other up

BUT – what happens when we are not capable of doing our gift?


or when there is no outlet to use it?


or others don’t want your gift?

Jeremiah: 
is told who he is



don’t look down on your young age

don’t be worried or anxious – I’ll stick with you

you will know what to say when the time comes

you will do amazing things

Why this way?  It is all to do with Power:  

It is only those people who do not need power who can be trusted with it

cf. Mary and Joseph

So what are you and I called to (individually and corporately)

Well, this talk of ‘calling’ is foreign to us most of the time

· because we have over emphasised abilities, and especially in the church gifts

· Romans 12 – only a few verses in the middle of a complex intellectual treatise

· I Corinthians – parts of two chapters in a book addressed to a highly dysfunctional church

· they are dominated by chapter (13) - on LOVE

· we are driven by task (as the world is)

When this happens:

· you often end up in a ‘Saul’ situation

· you do what you can do rather than what God can enable you to do

· and you are in danger of pulling resources into your own speciality

What might God be calling us to?

When you ‘know’ who you are (from an inner resource)

· as a child of God, loved unconditionally

· it is then enough to do almost anything or even nothing

It is then easier to live in the Spirit

· which is to be merciful, generous, longsuffering, and kind

· it is easier to be self-controlled

· and it is easier to be patient, to wait . . . . . . . 

· because you don’t have to have something to do

· it is easier to hear and listen when you wait – for the thing that God calls you to do, that maybe you don’t want to do, you are not able to do, and that terrifies you
This is what we have in Jeremiah that we do not have in the ‘obvious choice’ Saul who was actually better qualified
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