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a.  Pauls main reason for writing a letter to the Christian at Corinth is because of their incessant and chronic quarrels , divisions, arguments and bickering
· at the root of most of these disputes is this:  “I am better than you” or “I am right and you are wrong!”  One up-manship
· so the fights are seeking for advantage over another person

b.  There were also personality cults: some preferred Paul, some Apollos and some Peter - heroes
· same dynamic at play here:  my judgement is better than yours 

c.  On top of all that there were those who thought they were smarter than the rest because of their wisdom:  Greek or Jewish wisdom (so-called)

In the first four chapters of this letter Paul keeps going over the same point

‘The message about Christ’s death is stupid nonsense to most people to most people’

· it is not about being clever or wise, smart or knowledgeable 

· it is not about being certain, or respectable, strong or on top of things


1 Cor 13
But says later in the letter that if you have none of these but have LOVE, you have everything

· but this sounds romantic and slushy and weak and insubstantial in the ‘real world’ - in the workplace on Monday morning
· until we make it clear we are not talking about emotional love, but rather what we might call wilful love (something I choose to do for the good of another, not a feeling I must have for them) – especially my enemy
To live in the message of the death of Jesus:

	You do not have to be 
     right
     successful/winner
     popular
     have your life together

(In fact it can be quite unhelpful)
	In God’s way of doing things there is advantage in being
     wrong
     unsuccessful/loser
     lonely
     broken


My story

· me and my siblings did not show much promise in being academic or intellectual, much to my father’s disappointment

· I was their best hope!
· muddled through primary school to pass 11+ surprisingly

· success at secondary school was not coming in the bottom four of 31 in the class

· no O levels – shame when compared with Derek and Stephanie who were the same age

· A levels and struggled through two degrees 

· Would I survive my curacy – but people seemed to like Rosie & I

· then became vicar in Bordesley Green, a ‘losing’ community and church

· where I found having also experienced being a loser was an advantage

This message of the cross of Jesus really is Good News – that apparently losing, failing and being shamed can be a massive help

· but the world will tell you that it is shameful to lose

· how we hate being shamed – (yet, cross is all about embracing shame)
· the message here is ‘Shame is not a big issue – in fact it is a help you’

· (When you are always wining, the fear is that you will not be able to keep it up next week, next month, next year – cf. Hosni Mubarak)

In verses 10-11 Paul says this is the (crazy) foundation on which he is building

And also said 1 Corinthians 2.8 “None of the rulers of the world knew this wisdom (alternative wisdom), if they had known it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory” – but they did not ‘get it’

Our job as a church is not to do well and succeed – but to build on the same foundation and let others benefit from knowing it too
1.  So the first big message that Paul sets out in this letter is

· this message is stupid nonsense to most people (who like to be winners in life)

2.  The second ridiculous thing Paul says comes in v.16

· “Do you not know that you are God’s Temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you”
· this was blasphemous for a Jew to say this about their faith

· this was the most sacred place on earth – the primary place where God resided on earth

· and you say that these people are it instead?

cf  The Kaaba  is a cube-shaped building in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, and is the most sacred site in Islam

· the temple was even more than this

Paul is saying – the place where God lives is no longer a place but a people

· although we are continually turning it back into a place

· (while place is important – God is not more present in them)

· so destroy it with arguments, and quarrelling and falling out has to be one of the worst things to do

Margaret Wheatley is a researcher on what makes community, organisations, business and leadership more human 

· she visited Senegal?? because it had heard it had a virtually zero suicide rate

· poor, polluted, high unemployment

· she asked: “How come you have such a low suicide rate?”

· reply:  “You see, in the end of the day we have each other”

Tutu:  “We can only be human together”

    We don’t know who we are except through relationships
Read vs.18-19

No-one should fool themselves.  If anyone among you thinks that they are wise by this world’s standards, they should become a fool, in order to be really wise.  For what this world considers to be wisdom is non-sense in God’s sight.

What does God think of Western progress?  Not a lot, probably most of it as stupid.

Ghandi was asked when he came here what he thought about civilisation in Britain?

· ‘I think it would be a good idea’

This message, folk, is a liberating message to those who do not want to win over others, win an argument with them and who do not mind experiencing some shame from time to time
· whether you ‘succeed’ in life or fail - it makes no difference to God

· whether our church ‘succeeds’ in what it does or fails - it makes no difference to God

· if you’ve become bankrupt, been divorced, known that you’ve messed up other people’s lives – it makes no difference to God

Unless we embrace this foolishness we will not make progress on the journey

· or as Jesus said, unless we become like children

And in this foolish state we are the Temple of God

· in groups of people whose lives are not together, the life of God resides

Unbelievable, hopeful and true.

Amen.
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