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My wife & I found out relatively recently that we had our two children just the right distance apart in years for maximum sibling rivalry – 2 years
· we are not alone, as stories of sibling rivalry are peppered throughout the Bible
(Cain & Abel, Esau & Jacob, Jacob’s sons, David’s Sons, Solomon’s son)
· a few weeks ago we had the rivalry between the sisters – Mary & Martha

· later in Luke we have the parable of the brothers who do not get on in the Prodigal Son story

· here we have the trouble between brothers:  “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me”
You don’t have to take many funerals to realise that this is the script that runs in many families – ‘who gets what when dad dies’

Obviously this man thought that this was a matter of justice (It’s not fair!) and that Jesus (a man of justice) would help settle the matter

· but no!  There is a bigger story running here – and it is the story of greed
· Jesus: “Take care!  be on your guard against all kings of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions”

· So again, Jesus does not give the people what they ask for – instead he offers them what they need

Abbot Christopher Jamison’s Finding Happiness

· the way to live a wholesome, even happy life is to live a life of virtue
· not a book of moralising
· but, if you live your life aright – you will benefit and become ‘happier’
· he lists eight thoughts that St Benedict felt needed to be addressed
· Gluttony, Lust, Anger, Sadness, Vanity, Pride, Negelct – and also Greed
· this is not ‘God will like me more if I keep on top of these’
Jesus knows he is dealing here with the problem of greed between brothers
and illustrates his point with a parable . . . 
Rich land owner:  I have no place to store my crops?

I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones 

‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’

But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you.”

So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich towards God.

So how does this apply to us?
While most of us might be prepared to admit to faults in a number of areas of life out of St Benedict’s list
· we tend to see greed as a characteristic of other people rather than ourselves

· we see it in the very rich (or mega rich) – “how much do they need”
· in bankers with huge bonuses (how we loved to despie Sir Fred Goodwin of RBS) or corrupt politicians taking too much (for duck houses and moats)
· but in doing so we avoid facing our own greed

· but it affects us all - stronger in some than others, but all of us exhibit it

· we always want ‘just a bit more’

Jesus message is ‘this is killing us.’  
So St Paul says kill it before it kills you off (from our first reading)
· “Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: including . . .  greed, which is idolatry” Col 3

· Jesus points out to this rich man, that the very act of getting more is destroying all that really matters

· “You fool!” 
The name ‘fool’ evokes this story of Nabal (of 1 Samuel 25), a foolish man whose name literally means ‘fool’. A man who insisted on getting and hoarding, to the point where died trying to hold onto his stuff
Monks & Nuns
It may come as a surprise to us to find out that even monks and nuns battle with the sin of greed

· even those who have chosen the way of poverty still wrestle with the thoughts of wanting more

· and they can be found storing up little bits of this and that, food, bits of money, pens, books etc
· when they have vowed that they do not need it!

Once a year in Lent Benedictine monks have to complete a ‘poverty bill’ and hand it to the Abbott

· they have to write down everything they have for their personal use

· they have to ask do I need this?

· some have the rule, ‘If I have not used something in the past 12 months then I probably don’t need it and I should give it away’
We somehow believe that having more will secure us /(lit: save us)
· our culture of advertising and consuming feeds this belief

· our need for ever increasing GDP reveals that we hold to this corporately, and that it is endemic

But our lives are not defined by what we have, (or for, that matter, what we can do, or what we have achieved)
· “Take care!  be on your guard against all kings of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions”  v.15
· but we think it does consist of these things – and it is very hard to get this out of our heads

e.g. There  was once a rich man who died, and after the funeral the family was eager to know how much the estate was worth

· “How much did he leave?” they asked

· the answer came, “Everything”

At some point we have to let go

There may be nothing more destructive in life and to humanity than our obsessive preoccupation with acquiring – (and our holding onto and increasing our wealth)
The saints of old call it ‘Attachment’
· the great saints of old ‘detached’ themselves – they could live with it and they could without it

· St Paul:  11b I have learned to be content with whatever I have. 12I know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in need. Philippians 4.11-12
Jesus makes it clear that greed destroys our own lives

But it is abundantly clear that it is also destroying the planet

· the barns we have filled up while we sit back and enjoy the proceeds – will come tumbling down

· and this has probably already started for many in the West
· we need more oil, so we drill for oil 2 or 3 miles down in the Gulf of Mexico and other places
· we need more copper, so we have children mining for us in poor African states
· we need more clothes at a lower price, so we have a modern day slavery, in nations hidden from site around the other side of the world

The Cure

1.  learn what ‘enough’ means – not a popular word in our times

2.  understand that it is attention to our inner lives that is most crucial

‘Rich towards God’ as Jesus calls it
we allow ourselves to be distracted from this 
our ‘getting more’ keeps this more important project on the back burner

3.  realise what damage we are doing to ourselves, to others, and to the fabric of the world itself

See that in what Jesus calls us to – is FREEDOM

not just for me

but for others

and healing for our planet

