The Spirit of the Lord is upon me - Luke 4.14-21 (1 Corinthians 12.12-31a) St Peter’s – 24.01.10
Ah this passage again!  This used to be one of my favourite, but now it can make me feel weary

Typical sermon on it

· this is the manifesto statement of Jesus – start of his campaign

· this is where Jesus was going and this is where we should be going

· cf.  Matthew 28.19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” 
                    – somewhat overdone in our activist mode?
· many of us have become tired and suspicious of this call to ‘do’ something to other people

There are, however, real issues to discuss here:

· Who are the poor today – is it people who live in cheaper housing than us, but who have a 42” plasma TV and go to Ibiza for holidays?

· or is it people who have less choices than us?

· Who are the captives or prisoners? 
· Why do we have more men in jail than women?  Why are there more people from social disadvantaged backgrounds?
· Who are the oppressed?

· Are we oppressed by corporate capitalism, are we the oppressors in the global market, are we both?  Are people from the Moss Estate more evil than those from Tytherington?
But all of this is very ‘heady’ – easily becoming strategy and papers

I struggled to find something here to feed my soul afresh

Until v.20 “And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.”
· my mother taught me not to stare
· everyone looked – all he had done is read the passage

· what did they see?  what was it that caught their attention?

Only then does the passage goes on:
v.21  “Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’”

v.22  “All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son (the local builder’s son)?’”
Although it did not take long for them to forget there WONDER and turn on him – trying to throw him off the nearest local cliff
But let’s stick with the wonder – because it is not stuck in the head

· all Jesus had done was to read the lesson – fixed words (did he choose it, may be not)

· it seemed that WHO HE WAS said something – says everything
· St Francis, “Proclaim the gospel at all times, if you have to use words” 

I think this has something to do with TRUTH
Truth for us is usually conceptual and very heady

· statements and views – to be agreed/disagreed with

· church info boards: “this is what we believe”

· it is a very Greek way of viewing things

· very controlling
What we have in Jesus is truth held in a person – doesn’t make sense to us Westerners 
· and Jesus still divides (as in this account) – but humans can’t use it as a weapon

· integrity – ‘what you see is what you get’

· synagogue members saw it for a moment – this Jesus made sense, this is real living

I have some sadness about the way we sue “I am the way the truth and the life”  John 14
· has been turned into a defensive excluding weapon – defining and dividing
· become a conceptual argument  “No-one can go to the Father . . .” etc.
· what Jesus embodied in his life we have turned back into words and opinions

· (Alternative trans. “I am the way, which is truth and life”)

Concepts divide but images invite

Truth is not something to be accepted with a brain

· but encountered in another, and then lived

· so the doctor of theology (or a vicar) has no advantage over the local builder 
(may be at a disadvantage in fact)

There are some people I have met who seemed to ‘hold’ truth in such a way – glimpses

· I need to touch them (and I am not a feely/touchy person)

· younger children

· Audrey – “everyone is so wonderful” – she sees beauty in the world 
Help us O God,
To see beyond these words
to the truth embodied, lived and breathed in Jesus
It is his life that will give us life
and not just words.
So help us God.  Amen.
