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In the last we have had a mixture of images this week put before us

1.  On Monday when the 1st Battalion the Mercian Regiment (Cheshires) paraded through our town centre.

· more than 550 soldiers marched to a chorus of cheers and applause

· having returned from a six month tour in war-torn Helmand Province three weeks ago
· twelve killed and 88 injured during this tour of duty (100 in total!) – some of them very seriously 

In today’s newspaper Gen Sir David Richards (new chief of the defence staff) says that outright victory in Afghanistan is not possible

2.  On Saturday the Burmese military authorities released the pro-democracy leader, Aung San Suu Kyi, from her 15 years of house arrest
· this slip of a woman, who is formidable in resistance in the face of the tyrannical regime

· "There is a time to be quiet and a time to talk," she said "People must work in unison. Only then can we achieve our goal"

· The woman who become an international symbol of peaceful resistance in the face of oppression
Both raise the issue of how do we live in a violent and dangerous world?

(If you were a betting person do you think peace and justice would come to Afghanistan or Burma first?)

In June Rosie and I drove back through France and called in at the war cemeteries at Omaha Beach and Bayeux

· at Bayeux the British graves – with other nationalities including Germans

· most of those who died were younger than my own son and daughter

· then at the Normandy American Cemetery your breathe is taken away by the extent of the grave – crosses (thousands) and occasionally a Star of David
· there were families there, people of all ages

· but everyone was quiet and respectful – even the children – they knew that there was something sacred here

Our gospel reading says that there will be danger, and war and violence

· and terrible things will happen – and we know they do

· and when they do “this will be your chance to tell the Good News”

· but do not worry about defending your position 
(these are the things that lead to wars of course)

· so do not become anxious
· as Aung San Suu Kyi comments, it is not power that corrupts, it is fear

· no wonder Jesus says so often “Do not fear”

Our first reading talks of the peace that God offers

· where people are rooted in their common belief in God

· knowing that the world does not start and end with the individual, but with the creator

Disputes will be settled in such a way that weapons of war will be redundant, only good to make into tool for working the land 

· swords into ploughshares and spear into pruning hooks

· unfortunately it is hard for us to see any other way than force, military force, overwhelming force

· and yet even this cannot win the war in Afghanistan

Sometimes we have to listen to the word of Jesus, when they come from the mouths of others:

· "There is a time to be quiet and a time to talk," 

· "People must work in unison. Only then can we achieve our goal"

Jesus said: Blessed are those who work for peace, God will call them his children

Prayer
God our defender, on this day of all days
we bring to mind, we remember and we recall.
We bring to mind the grief and war that blights the world

we so many young men and women 

are sent by older men 

to fight against so many other young men and women

resulting in tragic deaths and injuries.

Where the innocent causalities of battle are often

women and children, the aged and the sick.

Lord have mercy on us

for where our standard of living

has meant that others must go to defend 

what we call ‘our interests’ - our greed of course.

We remember those who have gone on our behalf

who have been brave while being absolutely terrified.

There are those who have come home 

with parts of their bodies missing

There are those who have come home

carrying nightmares they never had before

And there are those who will never come home – alive.

May we never lose the horror of war and violence

and in a complex world give us a holy imagination

to find new ways of resolving our conflicts,

ways that have something to do with the cross of Christ.

We pray for those who have no way of enjoying a sense of security

and where their country has become the battlefield for other world powers

we pray for the powerless, the ignored, exploited and robbed.

Help us in our church and in our community

to find others ways 

to resolve conflict and settle differences

that we might, somehow, do our part to reduce violence in the world.

And in doing so, may we become not just a pleasant church organisation

but a visual aid for your kingdom

where weapons are made into ploughshares 

and where the ways of war are no longer learnt any more.

In the name of the Prince of Peace we pray.  Amen.
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