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Q.  What is God like? – I asked a small group, and there was hesitation!
It is a great presumption that we can even talk about God!

Jews would not even speak the Lord’s name – YHWH - to use it would be at some level to take it in vain

The ‘Trinity’ (Council of Nicea - 325 A.D) – our best attempt to describe God

“If we took away the doctrine of the Trinity 98% of what happens in church would not change”  Karl Rahner

· but has become an arithmetic problem – 3 into 1, 1 into 3, and so adds nothing to our lives

Popular Imagery - Hierarchical Triangle


God at the points

More managerial – Father dominant?
Often seen as an ‘other worldly’ God
Too rigid and static
Alternative Imagery - God is ‘Relationship’ (Circle)

God is the love/life that happens between the three 
   (a dance even)
God only exists in relationship – Totally Relational 
Love only happens between persons 
    (God cannot be singular love in a vacuum)

I was brought up with – “Jesus came into my heart” – true, but too small and incomplete, too  private and individualistic
· Jesus prays in John 17:  “I in them and you in me”

· “In him we live and move and have our being”

· ‘In Christ’ – Paul uses this term almost 100 times

· We are caught up in the life of God – God is not remote
· We end prayers by saying “Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ”

The pattern in God becomes the pattern of everything 
1. Humanity made in the image of God
2. Creation declares the glory of God  (as we will see in a minute when we look at science)

 
ALL REALITY IS RELATIONAL – as God is relational
Our Inherited Classical Scientific World View (Newtonian)

· cause and effect world – rational and logical and linear
· so everything is predictable – even the future theoretically, so God is not needed
· mechanical – made up of many smaller parts that can be identified

Relates well to a view of God as being outside time and space 
where God has “wound up a clockwork universe and observes from outside”
Quantum (the very small) World View (Werner Heisenberg and Niels Bohr)
We live in a world of paradox – where two things can not be true according to our ‘rules’ of logic
1. you cannot predict where an event might happen – only its probability

2. light & electrons behave sometimes as particles sometimes as waves

3. particles can not be observed objectively (in a Newtonian sense), but only known because of their interactions with other particles/waves
4. particles are not like billiard balls bouncing off each other – but constantly absorbing each other or exchanging properties 
5. most of the atom is space – only 1/10,000 is ‘something’ – yet the world is solid

Atoms can now only be described by mathematical models – no images or pictures

· the picture of a nucleus with orbiting electrons is no longer right or credible

The heart of the atom is unknowable (even with the Large Particle Collider information)
but could well be infinitely knowable!
Quantum Theology – New Science and Spirituality are now be considered as two sides of the same coin by a growing number of people 
	Science

The universe is fundamentally relational

The universe is unknowable and infinitely knowable
Contains paradoxes we can’t make sense of.  Can only be described by mathematics (at best)
	Spirituality
God is fundamentally relational

We can know God in relationship, but God is ultimately ‘unknowable’, and infinitely knowable
Paradox in God – that can only be described by theology (at best)


APPL:
All that is, reflects the creator – relational

Yet so much of what we do is to remove the relational aspect
 
organising
 
planning
 
procedures
 
processes

“Western people see Christianity as primarily embodied in religious instituions”

Emphasis in management now in the importance of  relating before doing
see: Jim Collins – Great to Good 
cf. Prof Michael Woolcock of World Bank using this book


Our sin is to make the world non-relational

we are not private, separate individuals

What is important is not so much what we do as individuals 
but what happens between us (relationship)
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