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See texts at end of notes

The pattern of life is often as follows:

   a. Life is OK – what does this make us think/feel about God?
   b. Life is hell – what does this make us think/feel about God?
   c. Life is OK, again but different

1. Psalms of Orientation - a settled faith
· God is known to be reliable and trustworthy

· good, loving, kind, merciful, caring, watchful, supportive

Life is not troubled or threatened – but is a well-ordered world intended by God

· this is a "no surprise world", and consequently a world of "no fear"

· they describe how things are

· they affirm that the world as a well ordered - God has ordained it that way
· there is no chaos or disorder – everything in its place, and everyone doing their job

e.g. Psalm 145 - praise to God for world well arranged and orientated, from A to Z
· is acrostic because each line begins with a letter of the alphabet in sequence.  

· God is good
Creation is good
Family/nation is good
Life is good

2.  Psalms of Disorientation (Life is terrible)  Psalms of Lament

· mismatch between our experience of life and what we believe

· FEELINGS of hurt, alienation, suffering, death, rage, resentment, self-pity, and hatred, even murderous thoughts 

· Often extravagant, hyperbole (OTT), and abrasiveness – honest expression

· e.gs. 13, 88   Tch’s Pathetique Symphony
· these make up 1/3 of the psalms
3.  Psalms of new orientation (Life is OK, again but different)  Ps 30.1-4, 11
· something new happens when we least expected it – we had lost hope

· overwhelmed with new gifts of God - when joy breaks through despair
· Psalms affirm a sovereign God who puts humankind in a new situation.  
· This move is never obvious, easy, or "natural".  It is always involves pain and surprise.  
Psalms 13 
Something is terribly wrong in the life of the speaker - and in the speaker’s life with God

1How long, O Lord? Will you forget me for ever?
   How long will you hide your face from me? 
2How long must I bear pain* in my soul,
   and have sorrow in my heart all day long?
How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 

Like an argument between lovers
Why do you ignore me?
Didn’t you know that I’d be hurt?
Do you know what it feels like when you do this to me?
When will you stop doing it
Look at me when I am talking to you!
vs.1-2  rhetorical questions that do not seek an answer.  

· statements that fix the blame firmly on the Lord.  

· v.1  1st trouble is absence of God

· v.2  2nd trouble is the resultant pain, sorrow, and 
        3rd trouble worst of all, the awareness that enemies triumph

· no sense that the troubles come from guilt or failure – cf. to Western sense of guilt

· It is only because of the Lord's irresponsible absence.

vs.3-4  there will be no way out of the trouble, unless the Lord acts

3Consider and answer me, O Lord my God!
   Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death, 
4and my enemy will say, ‘I have prevailed’;
   my foes will rejoice because I am shaken. 

A long wait after v.4, a wait in the darkness of death, a wait in disorientation, a waiting "until hell freezes over."  

· one must simply wait here until there is a response

vs.5-6.  When the Psalmist speaks again, he is on the way to a new orientation 

5But I trusted in your steadfast love;
   my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 
6I will sing to the Lord,
   because he has dealt bountifully with me. 

· the waiting in the dark space after v.4 was not an act of distrust  

· there was a real wait - and now it is completed

The speaker ends with a sense of this orientation overcome.

LIMINAL SPACE:  a place where we do not want to be

desert, wilderness, darkness, not in control, 

cannot understand it, fix it or control it

The story of Exile  (c.50 years, but theologically until Jesus came)
· 587 BC are decisive in the OT story

1. Temple in Jerusalem was burned 

2. holy city destroyed

3. Davidic dynasty was terminated

Psalms of New Orientation: 
Surprising gift of new life just when none had been expected

· not a return to the old stable orientation – (can never go home again)

· we are often surprised by grace – when God acts to do something new in our lives

Psalm 145                               Life is OK

1 I will extol you, my God and King,
   and bless your name for ever and ever. 
2 Every day I will bless you,
   and praise your name for ever and ever. 
3 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
   his greatness is unsearchable. 

9 The Lord is good to all,
   and his compassion is over all that he has made.

19 He fulfils the desire of all who fear him;
   he also hears their cry, and saves them.

Psalm 13                                   Life is like Hell

1 How long, O Lord? Will you forget me for ever?
   How long will you hide your face from me? 
2 How long must I bear pain* in my soul,
   and have sorrow in my heart all day long?
How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 

3 Consider and answer me, O Lord my God!
   Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death, 
4 and my enemy will say, ‘I have prevailed’;
   my foes will rejoice because I am shaken. 

5 But I trusted in your steadfast love;
   my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 
6 I will sing to the Lord,
   because he has dealt bountifully with me. 

Psalm 30                              Life is OK again, but different

1 I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up,
   and did not let my foes rejoice over me. 
2 O Lord my God, I cried to you for help,
   and you have healed me. 
3 O Lord, you brought up my soul from Sheol,
   restored me to life from among those gone down to the Pit.* 

11 You have turned my mourning into dancing;
   you have taken off my sackcloth
   and clothed me with joy, 
12 so that my soul* may praise you and not be silent.
   O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you for ever.
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