Advent Sunday   Matthew 24.36-44  Isaiah 2.1-5                                   1

1.  I wonder what image struck you from the gospel reading?

Many folk are grabbed by the:

· two men in the field - one was taken and one was left behind

· two women grinding at the mill - one was taken and one was left behind

Q.  Will I be left behind?

Some of us grew up many years ago with a Christian rock musician/artist Larry Norman

Life was filled with guns and war,
And everyone got trampled on the floor,
I wish we'd all been ready
Children died, the days grew cold,
A piece of bread could buy a bag of gold,
I wish we'd all been ready,
There's no time to change your mind,
The Son has come and you've been left behind.


A man and wife asleep in bed,
She hears a noise and turns her head, he's gone,
I wish we'd all be ready,
Two men walking up a hill,
One disappears and one's left standing still,
I wish we'd all been ready,
There's no time to change your mind,
The Son has come and you've been left behind.
This left me with a sense of anxiety and guilt

· Guilt: what have I done/not done that has meant I could be left behind?

· Anxiety:  when will this happen and how bad will it be?

2.  In times of trouble guilt and anxiety is easily exploited, and we live in times of trouble

· 29 miners die in Pike River Mine, New Zealand, may take months to recover their bodies

· Cambodian bridge death toll rises to nearly 380 of the festival-goers

· North Korea shells fishermen and their community on disputed island
· European Central Bank has pumped an estimated [euro]260bn into Ireland, Britain also lends money

We have not mentioned the even bigger issues

· Climate change

· the triumph of capitalism over socialism

· the  end of Christendom, the end of modernism

· how we have all been infected badly by the spirit of consumerism

· who our children choose a different life to us

· and how church finds its way in a fast changing world

So when you are asked when do you think the Son of Man will come – it is quite understandably when you say “soon, very soon”

But let us press the ‘pause button’ for just a moment . . . . . .

3.  ‘Parousia’ – the coming of the Son of Man

“The coming” has been interpreted in one way

· we have placed too much emphasis on the future coming of Jesus, so much so that we have missed the present coming of Jesus
· parousia simply means coming, and is technical term for coming of a king

· strongly carries the idea of a present coming (not only future)

This passage tell us that the key to seeing the presence of the Jesus in the present moment – is WAKEFULNESS – v.42 ‘Therefore, keep watch . . .”

This being the case . . . . 

4.  What do we hope for in life (not beyond)?  What do you hope for?

to be happy (General well being GWB)

healthy grandchildren

that you kids would get into work

financial security – with a pension not reduced

to do well in your job

?

?

?

5.  What we often hope for is our ‘preferred future’ (what we’d like to have happen)
· we can do this because we have the power, money and privilege to make some choices

· but it has to be asked, “What happens if your preferred future does not happen?”

· what happens if there is sickness?

· or the kids remain impossible?

· we can’t control our finances?

Hoping for our ‘preferred future’ is not always (often?) what God in mind for us

· as God’s preferred future for us is often one where we are not in control

· one where we are more vulnerable

· one where we are less ‘attached’ to what we think is important

· and may be one where there is more ‘not knowing’ than ‘knowing’

6.  This is the story of God’s people – and the paradox of power

That God uses no-bodies for what God ‘hopes for’

Gideon – the whimp of all Israel

David -  the ignored brother

Jeremiah -  the rejected prophet

Isaiah – the suffering servant

Weak Israel and not mighty Egypt

Job – the unjust sufferer

The no-bodies who learned to say ‘Yes’

God chose infertile women who were not given a chance by the men

Sarah, mother of Samson, Elizabeth, Hannah the mother of Samuel

They knew what it was to cry and weep – and they had no power to plan or strategise

It is only those who can handle having no power who can be trust with power

  or to put it another way

Until you don’t need power, you cannot be trusted with it

God cannot risk giving it to anyone else

And these are the people who can see more clearly the present coming of Jesus

· because unlike you and me, they have limited options

7.  Advent is not a time of preparation for a busy Christmas

It is like Lent – before Easter

A penitential season in the church’s calendar

· it is a time to clear the decks of our reliance on power, ego and our self-importance

· in the hope that we will not miss the ‘parousia’, the present coming of Christ today
You wouldn’t want to be left behind now, would you?
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