Philippians 3.4-14 Sermon
It is quite early on in life when boys learn that there are two types of men

· those who have reasonable hand, eye, ball co-ordination and those who don’t

· as an 8 year old boy being picked for cricket and football teams – not wanting to be last
“Oh, you can have Turner”

As we go through life there are other markers that determine whether we are regarded as successful and smart, or failures and no-gooders
· most (if not all of) these are of course all culturally determined

· when in the UK engineers do not carry a high status
but with my Indian contacts you are equiv to a medical doctor

With the first European church that Paul established (at Philippi) he found himself in conflict with Jews 
who were saying that they had to be listened because of their experience and qualification – they were right and Paul was therefore wrong 
· they said to Paul: 
“But you are a Christian, you don’t know what you are talking about, 
  we are circumcised Jews, we know what we are talking about!”
But here Paul cuts away the ground from under their feet
   he says he has more reason to promote in his qualification and experience in life, as:

· circumcised on the 8th day – like any good Jew would have been, so is a full member of Israel

· born into the tribe of Benjamin – regarded as the ‘elite’ tribe in Israel
· a Pharisee – gave himself to obeying every little bit of the law - blameless

· man of passion – such a good Pharisee he persecuted the church

If you need qualification – Paul has it all

· academically, by heritage, by experience, by reputation

· if meritocracy is what counts – then Paul goes to the top of the class

· if it is status you want – then he has that too

Yet he claims that all of this counts for nothing because of Jesus

· in fact he regards them as loss, and not gain - they are unhelpful
· ability and talent are not what matter
· uses a vulgar word: refuse - human excrement or food waste – distasteful term

Yet we highly value ability, talent, the things we have achieved in our lives

· and they have brought great benefit to us and to others

· but if we think that these bring us a special status in life – we are deluded

· St Paul sees them as a liability in the grand scheme of things

· Jesus says, “Blessed are the poor”, not the rich and successful

In fact, Paul says, it is in letting our attachment to these things die, is how we know God

     v.8  I regard them all as refuse, in order that I may gain Christ

In our second reading John 12.1-8

We have an incident in the home of Lazarus who seemed to live with Mary & Martha

· Mary took ½ litre (!) of expensive perfume and poured it o the feet of Jesus and wiped her hair on his feet – ‘the sweet smell filled the whole house’

· Judas, cynically makes the comment: “Why wasn’t this sold and the cash given to poor people?”

· he was only after preserving the money for himself

What are both passages saying to me?

· if we want to experience God it is costly
· not in what we have to do to get it

· but in what we have to let go of

Jesus uses the language of letting go and leaving behind

Paul uses the language of crucifying and putting to death

Today is called passion Sunday

· and passion involves a pain of some sort
