Palm Sunday Luke 19.28-40(48) Psalm 118.1-2, 19-end
I am not sure about the passage heading

There are no Palms in Luke’s account, and no Hosannas
· help hold us back from having a romantic reading of this account

· which we do to keep the passages safe and neutral 

Extended Exile – 587BCE

“If Israel was truly God's people, how was it that the pagans were ruling over?”
Always wanting to be elsewhere for nearly 600 years!

· the present moment is all there is
· we also live for another time – when we retire, kids grow up, new job, resolve family issues, move house, get away on holiday
Howard Thurman (Civil Rights activist and theologian): 
“Don't ask what the world needs. Ask what makes you come alive, and go do it. Because what the world needs is people who have come alive.”

John O’Donohue (Irish poet, mystic & priest):  
“One of the greatest sins is the unlived life”

So Jesus makes this journey into the city

A king who uses a Donkey, not a horse:  Zech 9.9

· even in Jesus’ day the type of transport said something about your status (at least among men)

· a subversive statement (alluded to in prophet Zechariah)
· it is all about end of exile: “I will set you people free from the waterless pit of exile”  Zech 9.11

Jesus reframes what it means to be a king 
· and for us a leader, a department head, a parent, a boss, a manager, a head teacher, a town councillor, an employer
· this idea of servant leadership that is as alien today as it was then – as the love of power is hard to renounce

A king who never encourages Crowds, they began to shout:

“God bless the king who comes in the name of the Lord” Ps 118.26 Enthronement psalm
· Jesus always seems to be avoiding the crowds – pejorative term

· why do we want to have big churches

· those in crowds (including us) are unaware of that is driving them

· who one minute can praise, and the next cry crucify

A king who cries over the city  v.41
“if only you knew what is needed for peace!” v.42
· Jesus is all too aware of what will happen – not because he’s psychic, but because it is obvious

· the violence that came over the city 30 years later was horrendous – blood flowed over the stones and out of the city

· if we do not renounce violence in our foreign and national policy, and in our homes, it will always come back to haunt us
A king who becomes the scapegoat for not doing it ‘right’

· Jesus did not go into the city to turn out Herod

· Jesus did not use dominative power and violence to put things right

· when things don’t go the way people think they should, then someone needs to be punished

· our violence has to go somewhere, and Jesus allows himself to take

‘In Christ alone’
‘Til on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God (No, it was man that was satisfied) was satisfied (could have ‘love’ instead)
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live

It was our wrath, our need for victims that put him there

Before Jesus was arrested, he went into the temple and cleared it of all the cheating traders

· standing up for the poor and the oppressed

· the temple guards wanted to arrest Jesus now, but “they could not find a way to do it because all the people kept listening to him not wanting to miss a single word” 19.48

Fickle crowds:  No wonder Jesus on the cross says, “Father forgive, they don’t know what they’re doing”

