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Today’s passage is part and parcel of the previous passages in Chpt 12

v.4  “I tell you my friends, do not be afraid of those who can kill the body  …  not one sparrow is forgotten by God.  Even the hairs on your head have been counted, so do not be afraid, you are worth much more than many sparrows!”

v.22  “And so I tell you not to worry about the food you need to stay alive or about the clothes you need for your body.  Life is much more important than food, and the body much more important than clothes.

v.29  “So don’t be upset  …  instead be concerned with his kingdom, and he will provide you with all these things”
In the middle of these passages we have the parable of the rich young fool

· a parable that deals with greed in response two arguing brothers

· Jesus: “Take care!  be on your guard against all kings of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions”

· Jesus sees GREED as being linked to our worrying, anxiety and fear – “I be alright if I have a bit more”
While most of us might be prepared to admit to faults in a number of areas of life we tend to see greed as a characteristic of other people rather than ourselves

And now we come to today’s passage “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”  v.32

· it is a sad thing that we often believe that what God has for us is either held back, hard to achieve, or that God is reluctant to let us have it

· the truth is that is it hard for us to receive because of what we will not let go of

· v.32f “Sell all your belongings and give the money to the poor.  Provide for yourselves purses that do not wear out and save your riches in heaven  …  for your heart will always be where your riches are”

Is Jesus unrealistic?  
Is he asking me to sell what little I think I have (when in fact I am among the richest people on the planet)?
Is money the problem in the end of the day?
Well, today these issues are complex, but Jesus would still say the principle is simple

Unfortunately we allow the complexity of our situation to be a camouflage for our inaction

· the reality is that we need to address the underlying possessive anxieties which our world has a way of escalating in us

· we need to learn the simple lesson of becoming unattached/detached from what we have

· the great spiritual saints of old tells again and again that it is our attachment tour stuff that holds us from embarking with boldness on the spiritual journey

St Paul:  11b I have learned to be content with whatever I have. 12I know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in need. Philippians 4.11-12
The second thing I want to say is that what God wants us to do is for our benefit, whereas we regard it that we are losing out

The call of the gospel is to act in our own best self-interest

· love yourself, and have for yourself what is best for you

· two problems:

1. we think our own best self interest is to have more of what is already killing us

· we need more money, more financial security, more of anything

2. we think doing what Jesus says is to act against our own best interest

· “I will lose out”

· as if choosing this way of life implies we will lose out

What God wants for us and what God wants for other people and what God wants for the world planet is good for all

· ‘win-win situation’ as we call it in management - there are no losers 

· whereas Greed assumes that someone will lose out, and it is not going to be me!

I shalln’t talk about the marriage illustration that Jesus uses, as their marriage rituals are so different to ours
But it is interesting to note the second illustration that Jesus uses

· he pictures God as a ‘thief’ – coming in the dead of night

· I have experienced three break-ins in my life – we are always taken by surprise

God will come when we least expect it – at the end of time
But God also comes (before then) when we least expect it

· we somehow believe that he will come to us in our prayers and our church services

· but most of us know that he comes when we are not awake or alert

· in the middle of crisis or pain, divorce or illness, failure or depression

· God finally shows up when we have come to firmly believe that God does not show up
· God comes to us in the child, the outcast, the disabled person, the unbelieving professor, the stranger, and even the enemy

· God comes to us when it is inconvenient 

But how often has God come – and we have slept though it?

Howard Thurman:
“Do not ask what the world needs (or what you need)
 Ask what makes you come alive, and go do it. 
 Because what the world needs is people who have come alive.”

‘Your heart will always be where your riches are’
