Luke 11.1-13 Teaching on Prayer 25.07.10
We have two stories here:
1.  Lk 10.25ff - the so-called parable of the ‘Good Samaritan’

· what must I do to inherit eternal life

· the law: ‘Love God and love one’s neighbour’

· the parable goes on to explain what it means to be a good neighbour

This is about: LOVE OF NEIGHBOUR

2.  Lk 10.38ff – The visit of Jesus to Mary & Martha

· Martha is distracted by many things, by all the tasks she has to do

· She complains to Jesus about Mary who sits and listens at the feet of Jesus

· But, Jesus says, Mary had chosen the better thing

This is about: LOVE OF GOD

So it raises the question about how I love God and love the world and its people?

· action and contemplation

· retreat without escape
religion without escape
church without escape

Today’s reading starts with the request “Teach us to pray”

· we have grown up in a culture of prayer be mainly about asking

· “Seek ye first” song - my experience of this being illustrated with consumer products

· MP 590 “… and all these things will be added unto you”

And there are BIG QUESTIONS in life

· what about the desperately ill child – boy diagnosed with Muscular Dystrophy
· the musician who tried to sell me his precious guitar, because he struggles with alcoholism
· for the family dealing with double redundancy and unemployment, which could lead to bankruptcy

· the many parents I have know whose daughter or son has ‘gone off the rails’

· wonderful life giving person who has been diagnosed with the onset Alzheimer’s 

Sadly, this passage has been applied to such situations

· and when they asked for results have not materialised, then folk have accused them of not having enough faith, or condemned for not praying/trusting enough

· I do not believe that this passage is about such desperate requests in our prayer

· but can help in such desperate times

INSTEAD, this passage is about praying . . . 
· as Mary prayed (in the preceding passage), where this was the most important thing that mattered 
· that results in the gift of the Holy Spirit – that is the gift of God’s self

Our first passion needs to move from what we can have from God

· to a passion for God’s very self

e.g. what sort of relationship is it between a couple if all he wants from the relationship is sex and all she wants it his money?

· and these relationships are not uncommon

· we would shout – ‘horrendous’, it will not last

What sort of relationship is it where we usually want s specific outcome from God?

The cry of this passage is “Teach us to pray” – as Mary did, as John’s disciples did (not cupboard love)

TWO THINGS TO REACH THIS

1.  To realise God is not an abusive parent

· Jesus would have known about abusive fathers, 
just as he knew about abusive rulers. 
He used the images of king and father because they were part of the world he lived in
· Abba = Dad, Mum

· the dawning that there is no anger in this God (as Julian of Norwich would put it)
· not a God to catch us out, or hold back his love
not a God who stores up revenge, or sticks to the letter of the law
not a God who is against us, but who is for (as St Paul insisted)

2.  Shameless persistence – the opposite of acedia
· Someone has a guest has arrived after everyone is asleep
They go round to a neighbour to borrow bread
They keep on asking even though the neighbour is all bedded up with his family
“Because they are not ASHAMED to go on asking”

· Acedia – the forgotten deadly sin

· carelessness about our spiritual well-being

· too busy to be self-aware of our spiritual condition

· e.g. like when hygiene in a hospital is neglected through careless and sloppy attitudes

· epidemics break out and people suffer and maybe even die

· we know we must find time to clean things

· brush our teeth

· otherwise unseen things cause us ill-health

· It is that feeling that making time for our spiritual health is a waste of time
· it is a spiritual apathy

· we fill up our time with many other things – just like Martha

· Acedia can happen in other relationships too – Marriage, Parent/child, church

· we just did not give the attention required

Prayer

Lord, teach us to pray
not to get more
not to have more
as feel that we have probably have more than is good for us already.

But teach us to pray as Mary did
attentive, listening, being, receiving,
that our whole being might change,
not just for our sake, but for those we serve and love
for the stranger on the road
and the enemies we have made.

Lord teach us to pray as Jesus taught his followers
that we may have your Holy Spirit, your very self, in fact - you.  Amen.

