John 21.1-19 Easter 3 2010
The period after the resurrection of Jesus is a strange, wonderful and uncertain time for the disciples
· it is not the case that everything is OK now because Jesus is back (as we often imply)

· the disciples are sure that it is Jesus they meet on the FEW occasions that they encounter him

Here in John’s Gospel

· Mary Magdalene tells the disciples that she has ‘seen the Lord’
· the other disciples tell Thomas that they have ‘seen the Lord’
· Thomas eventually says, ‘My Lord and my God’
But it does not happen many times

In what feels like a disappointed mood, the disciples (well seven of them) are back up north in Galilee
· could it be that their dreams of ministry and mission for the Kingdom have been shattered

· so Peter's statement, "I am going fishing" and the other disciples', "We will go with you" are statements of resignation 
· having to return to the way of life they left when Jesus called them away from those very shores three years before
v.3 “They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. “

A. one view of this:  they were rubbish disciples and they were rubbish fishermen even

· but this was OK for Jesus – he was not looking for gifted/skilled people

B. a second view of this:  John is saying "You can never go back…" 

· no matter how great the trauma, nor how strong the nostalgia

· once you have been called from one place you cannot go back
· you cannot cast your nets into the same lake twice. 
So everything is fruitless, that is, until Jesus appears (unrecognised) on the beach

“Have you caught any fish?”   “No.”   “Cast you net to the right of the boat” 
    then too many to haul in!
· you don't have to recognize Jesus to experience the risen Jesus
· life is all about what God does – we don’t have to bring anything to the table

Literally so here!  The fish is already on the fire
· that Jesus is sufficient to himself -  he doesn't need them to fish for him
· the dependence is all one way
· the church is totally dependent on Jesus

When will the church stop trying to control the flow of grace?

They have breakfast – and then Jesus:  “Peter can I have a word?”
· what must Peter have been thinking now after his three denials of Jesus after his arrest?

We can sometimes intervene too quickly to help people at such times and as a result stop the healing process 
Etty Hillesum a young Jewish woman - letters and diaries (1941-1943) 
describe life in Amsterdam during the German occupation.
You must be able to bear your sorrow; even if it seems to crush you, 
you will be able to stand up again, for human beings are so strong, and your sorrow must become an integral part of yourself, part of your body and your soul, 
you mustn't run away from it, but bear it like an adult.... 
Give your sorrow all the space and shelter in yourself that is its due, 
for if everyone bears his grief honestly and courageously, 
the sorrow that now fills the world will abate. 
Simon, son of John (Simon Johnson) do you love me more than these?

Yes, you know that I do – feed my lambs

Simon, son of Johnson, do you ‘AGAPE’ me?

Yes Lord, you know that I ‘PHILEO’ you – Tend my sheep
3rd time: Simon, son of Johnson, do you love me (Phileo)?

Peter felt hurt because Jesus asked him a third time
Yes Lord, you know that I PHILEO you – feed my sheep

Jesus recognises the limitations and realistic nature of Peter’s love – this time honest

v.18 “When you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished”

· a picture of Peter’s life to date – determining thing himself

“But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go”

· a picture of peter from hereon

On the same shores where three years earlier Jesus asked these men to follow him

· he asks Peter again - "Follow me"

