A WALK WITH JESUS FROM CAESAREA PHILIPPI TO JERUSALEM        1
MATTHEW 16-21         Lessons Hebrews 11.17-26   Matthew 17.14-21

Beginning our Walk with Jesus (or pilgrimage)
Our starting point: Caesarea Philippi was on the slopes of Mount Hermon
· heading for the place where the divine cup awaits him.  
Peter has just declared that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, 
· then Jesus shares the very heart and mystery of the Gospel: that he, 
· that the Christ, must suffer and be killed before being raised to life

· and that the Kingdom is completely and utterly different to the kingdoms on earth
On this journey there are eight insights into the nature of the Kingdom of Heaven where children and young people are used to make the point
1.  The critical importance of faith (Matthew 17:20) 
On Mt Hermon: Peter, James & John saw the transfigured Jesus with Moses and Elijah
· as they came down a troubled father brought his troubled son to Jesus

· Jesus healed the boy - the disciples had been unable and wanted to know why they couldn’t rebuke and drive out the demon. 
· Jesus spoke of their lack of faith - the bedrock of our mission with children and in every setting.

The overwhelming importance of prayer and faith 

· he has just told his followers that he must suffer and die…and that he will be raised to life on the third day.  Have you stopped to reflect on the faith of Jesus? 

Notice the faith of the father of the boy with epilepsy - we have no monopoly of faith
· children’s or any ministry is impossible without faith 

2.  The necessity of changing and becoming like little children (Matthew 18:3)
Jesus has headed south and arrived at Capernaum on the shores of Lake Galilee
· he taught that it was necessary to change and become like little children in order to enter the Kingdom of Heaven

This teaching is commonly misunderstood.  
· often people make a list of the attributes of children (e.g. trusting, questioning, reliant and dependent on others) and then seek to apply them to adults.  

· the issue is ‘becoming like children’ - less sure what it means 
· all status, merit, progress is meaningless.  
you are as marginal as a little child: you are outside the religious trading game where virtue is rewarded.  
3. Welcoming children in the name of Jesus, also welcomes Jesus (Matt 18:5) 

This astonishing sentence:  “Whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me.”  

· so I always try and make a point of welcoming the children at the door
· our ministry is only Christ-like when it is two-way, when we open ourselves up to the possibility that we are being blessed 

4. Understanding how abhorrent child abuse is to God (Matthew 18:6-9)
It could well be that these words of Jesus are His most angry and condemnatory.  
· It’s so hard to read and hear them that we often simply omit them.  
· the numbers of priests involved in child abuse

· child soldiers in Africa

· children killed in war

· children of the rich who grow up to envy the possessions and wealth of others 
“The adult world into which our children are inducted is more often than not destructive to their spirituality.” Rebecca Nye
5.  Each child of inestimable worth (Matthew 18:10-14)
Don’t overlook the fact that the story of the one lost sheep in Matthew’s Gospel is told while the little child placed by Jesus is still standing in the midst
6.  Allowing children and their friends to come to Jesus (Matt 19:13-15)
Jesus now leaves Capernaum and Galilee and wends his way south along the River Jordan
· he would have passed the place where he was baptised - near such a spot?

We have tended to overestimate our own skills and importance and to underestimate the significance of the direct relationship between children and their Saviour

7.  Children as signs of the Kingdom of Heaven (Matthew 19:14)
We are still alongside the River Jordan
· if children are signs of the Kingdom of Heaven, then we must get rid of all notions of power, territory, possession and hierarchies to enter it.  
8.    Understanding children’s expressions in the context of God’s way of doing things (Matthew 21: 12 -16)
Jesus clears the temple of all who were buying and selling

· the authorities were angry

· but there is a group of young people calling out, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” as they see the signs of genuine mission in action.  

How do Children help our understanding of the Kingdom of God?

1. from an early age it is possible to have a conversation with a young child without words

2. they do not place value on thing in the way that we do
   e.g. wrappings not he present, wealth
   Not: size, status, success or achievements
3. emphasis on the here and now – the younger the child the less grudges

4. no differentiation between baby and mum – we are in Christ 

5. they are able to wonder, where we often judge and critique
e.g. crossing the Hibel lights on my bike I usually miss the wonder of the hills

Hence, Jesus invites us to be born again
PAGE  

