Jenny & Sam’s Wedding Address – 29th May 2010 
Song of Solomon 2:10-13, 8:6-7a

It is always a dilemma – what to preach at a wedding

· especially when you know the couple concerned

· so I asked around and one person (a family member) said – “make them suffer and sweat”

Well, I looked at the Bible reading they had chosen – taken from the Song of Solomon
· and suddenly it was me that was to suffer and sweat

· not a book that we preachers speak on much at all – if ever at all

The Song of Solomon is a marvellous and shocking book – how accepted into the Bible beggars belief?

It about two lovers, and talks of their:
· illicit assignations, naked beauty, and their passionate desire foe each other
· without ever being exploitative (which love never is)
This is a desire of lovers separated by distance that keeps them awake at night with longing

It is about a love that cannot be restrained

It is about seeking out that love and in finding its consummation

· a love sought and a love found

And this is why it is read at a wedding – because a marriage is the celebration of:
     1.  a love found,      2.  a love secured      3.  and also a love institutionalised (strangely enough)
· and this institutional-ising of your love is crucial

· that we have joined you together legally – boring, No!
Dietrich Bonhoeffer: sometimes when he was preparing a couple for marriage he would caution them 

“Right now, you are in love and you believe that your love can sustain your marriage. 
  It can't. 
  But your marriage can sustain your love!

Your marriage is the framework within which your love is nurtured

· and carries you through good times and bad
Cont/d

So what is the best way to love someone?   Monk “It is not easy, but it is simple”
· Is it to send flowers?  take out for a meal?  buy a nice birthday present?  

· this may be romantic, but it cannot replace love

· the best way to love someone ‘is to listen to them’ – ‘it is not easy, but it is simple’
· because to listen to someone is to be attentive to them (not distracted)

And so over years of being attentive to your beloved, something happens . . . 
Helmut Thielicke (German theologian and friend of Dietrich Bonhoeffer)
I once knew a very old married couple who radiated a tremendous happiness. The wife especially, 
(who was almost unable to move because of old age and illness and in whose kind old face the joys and sufferings of many years had etched a hundred lines,) 
was filled with such a gratitude for life that I was touched to the heart. 
Involuntarily, I asked myself what could possibly be the source of this kindly person's radiance. In every other respect they were common people, and their room indicated only the most modest comfort. 
But suddenly I knew where it all came from, for I saw those two speaking to each other, and their eyes hanging upon each other. All at once it became clear to me that this woman was dearly loved.  
It was not because she was a cheerful and pleasant person that she was loved by her husband all those years. It was the other way around. Because she was so loved she became the person I saw before me.

This is how love can change situation and people – by being given and received

I am not sure whether you’ve noticed anything odd about what I have said

· because there is something odd about the Song of Solomon

· it does not mention God, and I have not mentioned God

· but God is definitely in the book and in what I have said

If God is love, and there is love between people, then God is present – teaching of Jesus

· this is how everything hangs together in God – by love supremely demonstrated in Jesus

· the self-giving love that exists between lovers - is the love of God

· and the exploitative, controlling love between people – is not love at all

So you have both found love, 
you have secured your love in your relationship

and today we have formalised it 
to sustain the love you have that first came from God
Now sustain your love that first came from God

to transform each other

and why not some part of the world too?
