The Parable of the ‘Good Samaritan’  -  Luke 10.25-37                       1

An Englishman, an Irishman and a Scotsman went into a pub – ordered Pint of bitter, pint of Guinness and a pint of whisky . . . . .  -  where is this going??!!

The parable of the so-called ‘good Samaritan’ employs a similar technique

Priest, Levite and a Samaritan – with all the associated stereotypes and prejudices, including most importantly the racist overtones

A religious Lawyer asked:  “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”

not a question about simply going to heaven

“but what must I do to share in God’s life?”

Text says this question was asked to TEST Jesus  v.25
Parker Palmer:  An Honest Question is one where you do not know the answer

many questions we ask are ones where we know the answer

we are just trying to categorise the other person – ‘on my side or against me?’

Jesus answers:  ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.’ 

this is not a clever answer – it is just good Judaism

So the man ask another question that is not an honest question

we know it is a dishonest question because it says, “But wanting to justify himself he asked . . .”

‘And who is my neighbour, (are there any limits)?’

Martin Luther King preached on this passage in his last sermon before he was killed

“Now this question could have easily ended up in a philosophical and theological debate. But Jesus immediately pulled that question from mid-air, and placed it on a dangerous curve between Jerusalem and Jericho.”                                        Address at Mason Temple, Memphis, TN
Now the priest and the Levite are usually seen as the baddies in this story

but I wonder if we can find some sympathy for them, because this is sometimes what we are like, what I am like?

they had responsibilities – in worship
could not touch blood or a dead body 24 hours before a ceremony

“Do I love God or do I love my neighbour?”

What is the relationship between these two commandments?

In many religious communities, including Christian communities, there is a real tension between the two. 

‘I want to care, but my prior loyalty must be to uphold what I believe.’ 

e.g.  homosexuals, women bishops, people who do not believe Jesus is divine
People devoutly committed to (a) god are often a cause of much evil in the world.

They placed the two commandments so far apart that the first blocked the second

We are also constrained by the structures we live in

Bishop John – my frustration in trying to keep a church going in a most challenging area with hardly any resources

feeling of compromise – stuffed

“But you are a bishop, You’re more stuffed than I am!”

Where survival and keeping things going is a priority, then such (structural) sin is quite likely/inevitable 
Institutions are necessary – but when we take them too seriously then oppression happens
“Why were there bandits there in the first place?”  
Societies where there is oppression produce bandits. Societies which seek to bring dignity to all are less likely to produce bandits
Then we come to the Samaritan – who was ‘moved with compassion’
lit.  ‘his heart went out to him’ – a phrase with sacrificial origins

MLK says: “He had the capacity to project the ‘I’ into the ‘thou’”
to put himself into the shoes of the injured man

He goes on to say, the Levite asked:  “If I stop to help this man what will happen to me?”
But the Samaritan came by and reversed the question:  
                                           “If I do not stop to help this man, what will happen to him?”
Ultimately it is a theological question: whom does God love? 

Luke has Jesus tell the parable and then neatly reverse the question: 

“Who proved to be neighbour to the man who was beaten up?” (10:36)? 

Leads to two things: 

a.  in human community every human person is a neighbour and potentially a caring human being – including the enemy

b.  it breaks down the hierarchy of helper and helped. 

It takes acts of daring courage and risk to overcome set ways of doing things and reach out to the other

we’d rather organise something, but first we must encounter the other

