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Today is the only festival of the church where we gather in significant numbers and where the mood is not celebratory or glitzy – here on so-called Good Friday
· other festivals: Advent, Christingle, Christmas, Easter, Pentecost, Harvest 

· yet we know (believe) that somehow here in the pain of this day is our salvation and our healing

· that in this one death is our remaking

St Paul tells us that if we get this doctrine right, then rest will fall into place

· it is in the rejection, suffering, passion, death and raising up of Jesus that everything starts to become clear 

· life is not just about following the good example of Jesus’ life while ignoring this tragic event – as his life only makes sense because of his death and resurrection

Now religions have always sought to find a way to deal with human evil by some means other than forgiveness

· it has usually been through sacrifice

· something has to be sacrificed, blood has to be shed

· someone has to be blamed, accused, tortured or even killed

· but when we refuse to deal with human evil by any means other than forgiveness, then we will never know the meaning of our own existence nor the meaning of God

As a small child my mother taught me the Old Testament story that tells of one of the ways the people of Israel dealt with it (Leviticus 16)
· the annual Day of Atonement the people of Israel would take a specially chosen goat

· Aaron would place his hands onto it head, and transfer onto it all the sins of the people, all their evil, and rebelliousness

· then the goat would be driven off into the desert – taking away the sins of the people far away into some far away place
· this would bring them great relief from their sins (for a while), until they had to come back and do it again the following year

· here we have an example of a rejected victim, the one who bears the burden on behalf of everyone

But the this dynamic has always operated 
This has been the story of history – one group laying the blame on another group for what is wrong in the world, in their society, in their neighbourhood, in their tribe
· in Europe over the last few centuries it was the Jews who were made the scapegoat for all our troubles
· in this century in the West it looks like being the Muslims, or youths
· it happens in churches, it happens in families, it happens between gangs

· directors of companies, head teachers, football managers, directors of social services, political leaders and other individuals are sacked from their posts because:
       ‘thing have gone wrong’ – and someone has to pay the price for it
· this is the plot of history – looking for a scapegoat

Press quotes about some who feel they are the victims

· According to the chairman of a committee of MPs (Wednesday) “the Norfolk scientist at the centre of the ‘climategate’ scandal was made a scapegoat”

· Recently when Lithuania beat Britain at tennis and it was noted that Andy Murray was not there to play, he retorted that he should not be made a scapegoat for the Davis Cup humiliation

· Striking British Airways employee: "For ages we've been told we're the best. Now we're told we're to blame for the company losing money. It seems we're a convenient scapegoat when really it's down to the management's incompetence."

This is sometimes called the Myth of Redemptive Violence
· the belief that violence saves, war brings peace, and might makes things right
· it is the story of the victory of order over chaos by means of violence
In our very nature we demand the death (or at least the humiliation) of someone to take away from us our sense of unworthiness, shame and evil

· we have this tendency to put the blame on those who are weak, or who are different.  
So why did Jesus have to die?

For the first 1000 years of Christian history is was generally believed that the devil required it

· that the devil had to paid off somehow

For the next 1000 years of history (roughly speaking) it was believed that God the Father had to be paid off

· that a debt had to paid to God to satisfy his anger – God did not condemn Jesus
· (an angry God and a loving Jesus - with such a God who demands innocent blood)

· (this has been highly influential in our evangelical theology)

But guess where a lot of current thinking is nowadays?
· who is it that really needs a victim?

· who is it that needs to be paid off?

· who is it that needs someone to accuse, blame, dump on, to carry their shame

· WE DO!

We demand a scapegoat
We demand yet another humiliation 

And so (as it were) Jesus says: “let me be the last scapegoat, the last victim of you evil, no more killing”

We have that wonderful song “In Christ alone”

‘Til on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied (No, it was the wrath of man that was satisfied) 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live

Bishop Tom Wright suggests that the line should read:

‘Til on that cross as Jesus died the love of God was satisfied
And so Jesus as the perfect, innocent victim takes the rap for us all, to assuage our wrath

· and as he does so he shows us the pattern when he prays
    “Father forgive them, they don’t know what they are doing”

· this is redemptive suffering, not redemptive violence

Conclusion

So we are not asked just to follow the good example of his life

· but also to participate in the mystery of his suffering

· as in this is our healing, and in this is the salvation of the world

Holding the pain and not transmitting it

Forgiving the offender and not accusing

Allowing the evil to stop here with us (with me) 
   like a dry sponge soaking up water
Only then will we know who God in Christ is

Only then will we know who we are as persons

Only then will we know that transformation that comes through death and resurrection

· not through self-improvement or trying harder

· but by living the mystery of the cross

So, there is nothing more to say

· except that it is all finished here in the death of Jesus 
· complete, final and full

· and we are now invited to participate in this redeeming mystery

