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From the news this week: 
1. Antimatter atoms were been trapped for the first time ever
· Researchers held 38 antihydrogen atoms in place, albeit for a fraction of a second
· we live in a world of fascination – because of the small things of life

2. Jupiter-sized planet has been discovered known as HIP 13044 B - some 2,000 light years away from Earth 

· came into the Milky Way galaxy some six to nine billion years ago -  “This discovery is very exciting”

· so we also live in a world of fascination – because of the large things of life 

Has all of this anything to do with what God is doing in the world 

Has it anything to do with what we do as ‘church’?

Does creation as a whole figure in what we call ‘the work of Jesus’, or is it just a side show? 

When I was a young boy (and well into my adult years) I was taught 

· we are saved when we come to Jesus, then one day we will leave this place to go and live with God in heaven

· Jesus then saves me from the world – rather like Noah saving his family and animals
· This Jesus is no longer ‘Saviour of the World’ – term used by St Luke

Brian McLaren:  Unfortunately faith just becomes an evacuation plan to escape this horrible world when we die

But since those days I have learnt something different

That the Christian scriptures tell us about a Jesus’ whose place in history is counted in billions of years 
which is intimately tied up with the destiny of the universe (as well as the destiny of people like you and me)
· in John’s Gospel Chpt 1 - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. …2…… 3All things came into being through him
· in St Paul’s writings - He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in* him all things have been created through him and for him
· the opening of John’s first letter - We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands
They all speak of Jesus existing from the from the beginning – meaning from the time of the Big Bang over 14 billion years ago

Yet we have spent too much time only looking at the Jesus of the Gospels, the ‘historical Jesus’ (33 years)
e.g.  Yesterday at Hope Expo I asked a lot of church people:  “Has the death of Jesus on the cross anything to do with saving the planet/universe?”

· many people were unsure

· some said, no it hasn’t – Jesus came to save people

· others said they had to think about it

· and some were clear – Jesus’ death has everything to do with saving the planet
St Paul, I think, would agree

In his writings (a third of the NT), Paul never talks about the historical Jesus, 
· he never mentions the miracles, never quotes his parables, or his teachings

· he never mentions so much of what he did and where he went

· he takes that all ‘as read’, it is assumed
Paul is talking about ‘the Christ’, (or the Word, the Logos, the Light) - the Christ of all time and beyond, the eternal Christ, (even the Cosmic Christ)
· this Christ is more than the Jesus of history 
· but who came to us as the Jesus of history (crudely as ‘stripped down’) 
‘he gave up all he had and took the nature of a servant, became like a human’  Phil 2
· ‘Jesus is the microcosm; Christ is the macrocosm’ 

Unfortunately we have found Paul’s teaching too ‘strong’
· and so we have focussed on the Jesus of history – (33 years [or 3?] rather than over 14 Billion) to the exclusion of the Christ of all time
· but I think physicists are interested in this Jesus – this is more like their language

In so doing this we have projected more onto Jesus than he ever asked for

· he never said “Worship me” He said, “Follow me”

· he said, I have to go, I cannot stay

It is true - until we saw Jesus we couldn’t imagine what God was like

· the Christ of all time and across the universe was just too big to know

· so we start with Jesus - to know what the heart of God is like

· ‘it was Jesus who died, it was the Christ who arose’

· then we can move to the eternal Christ who exists from even before the beginning

Today is the last Sunday of the year – the Church’s year

· next Sunday is (our) New Years Day  - Advent

· we will speak of the coming of Jesus – the human, to live a life of 33 years

· but today, at the end of our year, we speak of the Christ of all time and space and beyond

In our communion prayer David or I often end by praying

“Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,” – seems over the top
· but this is the Christ who exists throughout the fabric of the universe
· this is the Christ who cares about the planet that God has shared with humans

· this is the Christ through whom God will bring everything in creation together Eph 1.10

· this is the Christ through whom God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through (what?) the blood of his cross Col 1.20

“Has the death of Jesus on the cross anything to do with saving the planet/universe?”

· Yes, absolutely!  Amen.
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