Christian Aid Sunday 2010 Acts 16.9-15 John 5.1-9

NIGERIA
News:  Death of president, so vice president become the premier - Goodluck Jonathan

Recent TV programmes about Nigeria 

· ‘Blood and Oil’ – looking at the dark side of the oil industry, ripping off Nigeria

· corruption, hostage taking, exploitation, western involvement, death, raping of Africa, power of multinationals
· ‘Welcome to Lagos’ – looking for hopeful signs among the poor of Africa, energy, hope against hope

· waste tips, shanty housing on the lagoons (their Venice), beach people

How can we help Africa?
Can we help Africa?
Should we even try to help Africa?
Desmond Tutu conversations with leading Africans 

· the damage that so-called help has done

· but also, don’t clear off and do nothing!

But there is a shadow side to our attempts to ‘help’ others as it can be more for our own benefit 

· to make us feel better

· we can feel that we must do something in every situation

· so that we evade dealing with issues in our own lives

In Acts reading, Paul’s vision: he saw a man pleading ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’
Jesus in John:  5One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years.  6When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, ‘Do you want to be made well?’ 

Today is Christian Aid Sunday

So I want to ask, ‘What does it mean to help someone?’
This is more of a discussion started than a sermon

Q.  What is our motivation for helping others?
Ann Morisy asks:  Could it become Compassion ?  (in her book ‘Journeying Out’)
Is it possible for someone else’s suffering to become our suffering?  
Compassion - root meaning is to ‘suffer with’ 
this helps me to shed my fear of experiencing some vulnerability 
It has been suggested that the greatest gap that exists in the universe is between one human mind and another 
Flying to other planets is child’s play compared to crossing the light years between people’s minds

Compassion closes the gap

We can use our affluence to buy some peace of mind – Guilt?
The stranger is our teacher

Blessed are the poor – not it is blessed to be poor
we live lives that are devoid of struggle (struggle that our poorer brothers and sisters deal with)
we need to learn that the stranger is our teacher

Learning to help from a position of powerlessness
1.  We give from a position of power – and that says something

2.  We have been seduced into believing that we can organise and manage the affairs of our lives

big surprise in moving from Birmingham to Macc

we fail to recognise that for 99% of the human history, and for 2/3 of the world population, struggle is a daily accepted reality - Ann Morisy
also to think that we get our heads round the global issues that face us – without experiencing other’s powerlessness

when we journey out without power (as a shield and protector) all we can offer is a willingness to listen and a commitment to try and understand - Ann Morisy
exposure to other’s vulnerability helps us to acknowledge our own vulnerability

Involvement and engagement (somewhere)
Cre8 project

When we journey out with the anticipation that the stranger is our brother or sister, we both increase the likelihood of having a story rich life, and open ourselves to the likelihood of transformation - Ann Morisy
Called ‘Liminal Space’ in the language of spirituality
Am I saying that we then should not give to Christian Aid?  NO!

But we might be transformed if we open ourselves to others as mentioned above
And our attitude to how we give and what we give to may alter our Western viewpoint and steer what actually happens
