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This week - the Govern​ment’s Comprehensive Spending Review (CSR) 

Complicated to understand what funding is actually being cut and how this will impact society

· The Children’s Society said that it feared “the creation of the ‘nouveau poor’”

· “We are afraid that the fall-out from the Spending Review will hit poor people the hardest, as the hatchet falls on vital services that support them.” Children’s Society, Penny Nicholls. 

· The likely loss of 490,000 public-sector jobs, but interestingly (surprisingly) an increase in the overseas-aid budget to £11.5 billion, also increase of energy and climate change (whether these are enough is another matter)
· The President of the Methodist Conference, Alison Tomlin said the CSR would be judged on how it “treated the most vulnerable”
Q.  Where has all this money gone that we are having to pay back?

· shouldn’t they pay it back?

· wouldn’t it be good if there was someone to point the finger at – a scapegoat 
When The Times invited several eminent authors to write essays on the theme "What's Wrong with the World?" GK Chesterton's contribution took the form of a letter:

· “Dear Sirs, I am. Sincerely yours, G. K. Chesterton”
The answer to my question may not be simple (who has got the money)

· but a big bit of the answer may well be “I have” and “We have”
· as my generation, and the one above, have enjoyed wealth more than we should have done

· the shame is that it is the poor who will  pick up an unfair proportion of the cost, and also our children

Today’s Gospel reading

“Jesus told this parable to people who were sure of their own goodness and despised everybody else”
· wouldn’t it be good if we could simply despise George Osborne, Gordon Brown, or even better all the Bankers and be sure of our own goodness
· but I think we are all implicated in the feeding frenzy

When we are looking for someone else to lay the blame on, we are trying to sure up our own (undefendable) position
· in the parable the Pharisee moves to distance himself from the sinful mass of human kind (thieves, rogues and adulterers)

· bolstering his own self-image by putting down these ‘others’

· but we are all thieves, rogues and adulterers

The tax collector stands at the very back, scarcely lifting his face, praying simply that God would be “merciful to him a sinner”
· is he just a bad person, morally corrupt?

· or could it be that he finds himself trapped in an occupation that makes him a sinner in his own eyes, and the eyes of others, that he simply cannot abandon as he has a family to support

And can it be that we also are caught on the horns of a dilemma?

· that how we live our lives, or make our living is also full of compromises
· some of it is of my own making, and it is not at all clear now how to clear it up

· some of it is not of my doing at all

· and some of it is the society and culture that I happen to live, and I’ve no idea whose ‘fault’ it is – ‘structural sin’
This parable seems to suggest that God is able to cope with this mess and disorder

· but we are tempted to take a moral position in the middle of all of this

Who is the Pharisee in the parable today – I am

Who is the sinner in the parable today – I am

And what does God ask of us today?

· STARTING POINT - like the alcoholic at AA – we admit are the messed up one, and part of the messed up society and I am powerless to do anything about it

· just Like GK Chesterton

When looking at the Govern​ment’s Comprehensive Spending Review, it would be great to blame someone else ‘over there’

· but if we are ever to find our way out of any mess it has to be through humility before management

· we’d rather we could fix it ourselves (and then take the credit)

· but salvation (which is what is needed) has to be the initiative of God
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