What is Church?   St Peter’s 24th May 2009 Acts 1:15-17,21-end, John 17:6-19
96 images of the church in the Bible (Paul S. Minear) – Body of Christ, Salt/light, army etc.
So today is a very small study

The Church is enormously important
 
choosing of the new disciple as a witness of the resurrection

A.
VISUAL AID FOR HEAVEN (more internal)
What is heaven like?  Look at the Church!  Community of the Kingdom
“You can only get as far in your relationship with God as you have with other people”

So importance of living in community – alongside others
Here in St Peter’s – but St P’s is not the Church – just a congregation

In the family of churches in the Team Parish, C of E, Ecumenical rels

The main problem with the church is not that it is too institutional, weight of history, buildings etc.

But our struggle to relate to each other 

Henri Nouwen – Reaching Out  p.65/66 and p.68

Robert Warren, quote from a new comer:  

“It was difficult to connect with the church.  It was as if I had to do all the connecting, make myself known, learn how it worked.  Once I had done this then people began to connect to me.”


Heaven is a place where all the connections are made

B.
AGENTS OF CHANGE (more external)

The Five Marks of Mission of the Church (Anglican Consultative Council) – 25 years ago!
“The Mission of the Church is the Mission of Christ”
1. To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom

2. To teach, baptise and nurture new believers 

3. To respond to human need by loving service 

4. To seek to transform unjust structures of society 

5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth

(Bonds of Affection-1984 ACC-6 p49, Mission in a Broken World-1990 ACC-8 p101)

The role of the Anglican Consultative Council (ACC) is to facilitate the co-operative work of the churches 
of the Anglican Communion.

An important part of the life of the church is that we exist for others

William Temple: 
“The Church is the only society that exists for the benefit of those who are not its members” 

· over-stating his case – but I know why he does this

· we need the church to nurture us – individually and corporately

We have an important part to play in the world that is in trouble:

1. Global warming – probably result in more war and death for many poor people
2. Financial crisis and the end of capitalism (all empires die – cf. communism)

3. Integrity of our democratic system – lack of trust leading to mob rule
 
(Rowan Williams “Stop the humiliation”)
 
what are we storing up for ourselves?
4. Security
Summary:
But the church is often stuck in survival thinking
1. Church is God’s visible illustration on earth of the way things can be

2. Church is God’s Primary way of transforming his world

Prayer

In a world
where we often feel like a sideshow, irrelevant
help us O Lord to follow you
  first in how we relate to you and to one another
  and then in faithful, courageous service.

Then may we experience a clearer ‘knowing’
of what it means to be ‘Church’.  Amen.
