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There will be numerous couples this evening getting into numerous cars going off to numerous dinner parties
· and she will say to him (and it is usually she) 

· “don’t drink too much, and don’t get talking about politics or religion”

Well tonight, I haven’t drunk too much – not had a drink at all yet

· but I am set to talk about politics and religion, because . . . . .
The Christmas story highlights the failure of both Religion and Politics

RELIGION:
Jesus’ birth happened right under the noses of ‘big’ religious people of the day
· five miles down the road in Bethlehem from Jerusalem the Son of the Most High God was born

· and they did not know

· (Congleton is nine miles down the road)

And who was there to see this great event – dirty, smelly, disgusting, filthy shepherds!

· no clergy, no priests, no official spokesperson from the Temple or the church
· they didn’t know it was happening, 
didn’t know it was due to happen, 
didn’t expect it to happen like this anyway

· no-one there – just a handful of ‘them’ from the fields

POLITICS:
We have strange bizarre travellers in strange vehicles from strange lands

· Magi on decorated camels  (“we don’t use camels here, just donkeys”)
· who call at Jerusalem (the capital city) on a nervous and insecure leadership 
· all the king’s men who had ideas and notions above their station

· the Magi try to play the ‘diplomacy card’ by calling on Herod

· King Herod promises his adoration, while secretly plans genocide of babies
· putting him, I think, in a category not a long way from ‘paedophile’

In politics and in religion we are always expecting superstars and superheroes

 (anyone’s birthday?) Tuesday 4th November 2008 – United State Presidential elections

· when Barack Hussein Obama was elected 44th president of the USA
Questions that were posed included:

will he succeed where others have failed?

will he come and make happen what needs to happen?

In short:  will he be our superstar, our heroic leader?

· this is what the world expects
someone with talent, sharpness and raw muscle power

able to outgun everyone and everything that is bad on this planet

But we are not given that here in the stable at Bethlehem
· what we have is an embarrassment 

· an infant lying in straw who is too powerless for our liking

· an empty handed child who is neither useful nor helpful

· how can we hold our heads high on the world stage of religion and politics?

And this Jesus still comes to us
· not to solve our problems - and answer our questions

· but to expose our problems - and question our answers
In Christ, God enters time and space and turns our world upside down and inside out

(Quick, tell me who made you?)
e.g.  A couple had just brought home their newborn baby from hospital 

four year old:  “I want to talk to him, but I want to talk to him alone”

nervous, they went out of the room, but held their ears against the door

“Quick, tell me who made you and where you’ve come from, I am beginning to forget”

It’s almost as if we know something at the beginning which we lose as we grow older and more powerful
(God calls ordinary people)
It is interesting to note that God rarely calls obviously gifted or well-positioned people for great new things
· I am sad to say, he rarely calls on the clergy for such important things

· nor others who seem ideally placed because of the influence or clout they have
· rulers and priests don’t seem to get much of a look in

But there is a great list of unknown people who are used for massive things

Mary – unknown and yet willing to be the mother of the Son of the Most High God
Joseph – unknown and yet honourable and a man of integrity
David –  unknown, shepherd boy, youngest of eight brothers – who becomes king

Gideon – unknown, the weakest man around – led a nation to victory

Rosa Parks – who refused to give up her seat on the bus for a white passenger in Alabama – now called the "Mother of the Modern-Day Civil Rights Movement." 
Anne Frank – who has been called the "human face of the Holocaust” – who opened the hearts and minds of many people

So what does all this say to those of us who make a living out of Religion or Politics?
we must look for these that God picks out – and then back them – say YES
God is not looking for heroes – but image bearers

· people who are able to bear the image of God – that mark in which we were originally made

Q. and what is the image of the Most High God – this child laying in straw in Bethlehem

This child:  doesn’t outgun anyone or come bang heads together

This child:  doesn’t come to impress or wow the crowds

This child:  doesn’t come to draw priests and rulers

This child:  just lays there waiting for anyone (good or bad) to come and see him

I wonder, have you been looking too hard for God?
have you been looking in the high and mighty places

when in fact God is nearer than Congleton, here right under your nose

I wonder if you have been looking for something too dramatic?
when all the time, God is here in the ordinary, amongst the straw of life

I wonder if you have been looking for a clergyman to offer you God on a plate?
as if we have some sort of special access

while all the time you live and move and have your being in what you are looking for

all you have to do is – see!
Look amongst the straw of life – and you will find God
