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Job of the land of Uz, who worshipped God and was faithful to him
A Good man - very careful not to do evil

7 sons
3 daughters
7,000 sheep
3,000 camels
1,000 Oxen
500 donkeys
Many servants

Richest man in the East

Sons used to take it in turns to hold a feast – inviting bros and sisters

Each morning Job offered a sacrifice, just in case they had done/said wrong

One day in the great heavenly court God was on his throne
Satan appeared before him
G:  What have you been doing?
S:  Roaming around the earth
G:  Did you notice my servant Job?  There is no-one as good and as faithful as he is.
S:  Would Job worship you if he got nothing out of it?  You have always blessed him and looked after him.  If you took everything away from him he’d soon curse you!
G:  All right everything he is in your power – but you must not touch him.
Then Satan left the heavenly court
One day, one of Job’s sons was holding a feast, when a servant came running: 
“we were working in the fields and the Sabeans attacked us, taking all the oxen and all the donkeys and killing all the servants, and I was the only one to escape to tell you”
Before he had finished a second servant came running in:

Lightning – all the sheep and shepherds killed

Chaldeans – Camels stolen

Storm – the house of your sons – all have lost their lives 

In grief, he tore his clothes and shaved his head

Bowed to the ground and said, 
   “I was born with nothing, I will die with nothing,
     The Lord has given, and the Lord has taken away.”
In spite of all this Job did nothing wrong

The day came for the next heavenly court

G:  Where have you been?
S:  Roaming the earth
G:  Did you notice my servant Job who I let you deal with?
S:  Well, a man will do anything if you leave his body alone.
G:  OK, you may touch his body, but you must not kill him
Then Satan left the heavenly court

Ulcers broke out all over Job’s body, and he went and sat on the rubbish tip, scratching his sores
His wife, who was hurting too, screamed at Job, “Are you still faithful to God?  Oh, curse him and die!”
J:  You don’t know what you are talking about, how can we complain when God sends us trouble? 

After a while Job’s three friends turn up to visit him – Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar

But they are horrified, as they do not recognise him when they see him

They said nothing for seven days, until Job broke the silence

J:  I feel like I am a cursed man

Why has God done this to me?
taken my children
taken my servants
taken my oxen and donkeys
taken my camels and sheep
and afflicted me with these terrible sores

Why me?
Why didn’t God let me die as a baby?

If this is your idea of fun, you aren’t much of a God!!

Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar come to speak and tell him the answer to his troubles

If we talk to you, are you going to open up to us?

Now it is happening to you, it is a different picture now, isn’t it?

One Said:

You must have done something wrong – that’s how it works.  God rewards the good and punishes the wicked.

There must be a reason why all of this has happened to you

Another said:

God has spoken to me, I know.  No-one is faultless.  Even his angels. 
Who do you think you are Job?

The first says:

Happy is the man that God corrects- so it is OK for you Job!  Don’t refuse this lesson from the Lord!

The third says:
You are a proud man and have become rich by taking advantage of others – this is why you suffer.  Repent of your pride and you will be healed.
And little by little, Jobs friends, Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar, became his enemies
    – even though they think they are caring for him
They all spoken to Job and told him what to do, but none of them spoke to God.

All that Job wanted to know, was that he was still God’s friend
    – and so he went on waiting, and refused to curse God
After a very long time,  . . . . . . God speaks to Job

not answering his many questions

I am the God of everything, big and small, mighty ad unknown
I am the God who is on your side

What else could you possibly need?

J:  I know that you are all-powerful, and I know that there would be no answer to my questions, 
but now I know what I have always been told is true - and this is all I need to know

The Lord blessed the last part of Job’s life 
and he became richer than he was in the former years

and he also became the father to three daughters and seven more sons

