Rushbearing Service 16.08.09
Today, we have come together to celebrate Renewal.  At this your Annual Rushbearing Service, as we have laid fresh rushes on the floor of the church, so we have also come to renew our lives before God.

So the question we must ask ourselves this afternoon is, “In what way should my faith, your faith, our faith together be renewed?”  Are we looking for a fresh security and comfort in these troubled days, for stability and certitude?  Are we looking for more of the same, business as usual?  Because if we are, we are in for a great surprise.

God’s idea of renewal is change.  A heart of flesh in place of a heart of stone.  Letting go and having less in order that other may have enough.  Giving rather than taking.  God’s idea of renewal is the painful journey of death and resurrection which always hurts, and always brings untold joy, blessing and wonder.
So I ask this afternoon, what sort of renewal are we to face?  What could God be asking of us?  We face many issues, and let me suggest one to you here today as we stand in this most beautiful part of our country.

This year, on the 7th December over 11,000 participants will converge on Copenhagen for the Global Warming Summit.  The question we must ask ourselves about this is; ‘will we have renewal?’
The European Commission recently released a survey in which 67% of people said that Global Warming was “a very serious problem.”

Our first Bible reading from Isaiah 61 spoke of coming days of deliverance and renewal when, ‘the oppressed will know Good News, captives would taste liberty, and the devastations of many generations would be repaired.’

But before this announcement was made they had to hear what their sin was, what their crime was, and it was this:  the poor had been oppressed and the land had been damaged and made sick.
Those of you who work on the land will be aware (more so than many of us) that nature itself is increasingly sick as our biodiversity is threatened.  Those of you who have worked in industry will be aware of what we are doing to the planet with the power of our technology.  No longer are we subject to nature with its self-sustaining life systems, instead we have become masters over the globe.  And now, for too long we have taken more than we have given back, and as in the day of Isaiah, the earth is damaged and sick.  I put it to you this afternoon, that this is certainly one place where we need renewal – our relationship with the world, as well as with God – the two cannot be separated.
Some will say, though, ‘what has this to do with the gospel of Jesus Christ?’ ‘Why should this be a priority, we are called to make converts, disciples - not eco-warriors.

In St Luke’s gospel it is interesting to note what title the writer gives to Jesus.  His nick-name is not ‘Jesus, Saviour of the People’ – as his task was not to save individuals from a world that was rapidly descending in an abyss.  No, the name that he was given was, ‘Jesus, Saviour of the World’.  Jesus is interested in everything, because when it was first made at creation God stood back, saw it and said, “It is good.”

St Paul reinforces this point in his letters.  To the church members in the city of Colossai he says: “Through Jesus, God was pleased to reconcile all things to himself, whether on the earth or in the heavens.”
In the book of the Revelation we are told of a coming renewed heaven and earth.  God’s desire is that everyone and everything is saved and made whole.

And 25 years ago, the worldwide Anglican Church affirmed the importance of caring for the created order in the mission of the church when in its Five Marks of Mission it stated that one of our five top priorities is:
     “To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth”
There, we have that ‘Renewal’ word yet again.

Today we have renewed the rushes in this wonderful church, but these are of course only a symbol of a greater renewal that I need, you need, we need and our planet needs.

If we do nothing about the crisis that we as the worldwide community of human beings face, then we will be in danger; and I believe our children, grandchildren, great grandchildren and their descendants will say, “Why did you do nothing about it?”  And I guess we will have to answer that we did not really believe in renewal.
But as Christian people we are not a community of fear and guilt, but of love and hope, and others are looking for our lead.
Two years ago the Environment Agency carried out a survey among our leading environmentalists and scientists and asked them to name fifty things that will save the planet – No.1 was to use less power, much less power; and the No.2 was the involvement of the faith communities.
They said: ‘The world’s faith groups have been silent for too long on the environment.  It is time that they fulfilled their rightful collective role in reminding us that we have a duty to restore and maintain the ecological balance of the planet.  Christians, and other faiths, already believe that it is morally wrong to damage the environment. The problem is that many simply choose to ignore this.  
God calls for our renewal, and others call for our lead - let us then willingly and joyfully take up this call, for God’s sake.  Amen.

