Maundy Thursday 2009 

I want to say why I think this is a shocking passage that we often want to make only slightly uncomfortable

Jesus washing the disciples feet

when it come to Peter he kicks off

P:  You’re not washing my feet are you?
J:   You don’t get it at the moment, but you will in time
P:  You will never wash my feet!
J:   Well then, you’ve no part with me
P:  Wash all of me then
J:   No, just the feet


Jesus’ best advice

 “So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet,    cf. 9/11 stories of last words of people
   you also ought to wash one another’s feet.”  John 13.14


What is the big deal with the feet?

Iraq:  George Bush – shoes thrown at him

Iraq:  statute of Saddam Hussein pulled down – stamped on and hit with shoes
 
ultimate insult – cf. urinating on someone

Sitting with my Muslim friends – especially in Mosques

"Do not throw your pearls before swine.  If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces.  Matthew 7:6
If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet when you leave that home or town.  Matthew 10:14
Talking of Jesus as a descendant of David:  " 'The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet." '  Matthew 22:44 from Ps 110
and as the woman stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.  Luke 7:38


Jesus voluntarily takes the position of shame

to become a slave, to touch feet (this is not just about dirty dusty feet in a dusty environment, or turning upside down hierarchies)

he is letting his disciples pee on him

no wonder Peter is up in arms – I would be too

Jesus is shaming himself – Peter is shamed by allowing it to happen – by association

We, like Peter, refuse to allow ourselves to be shamed

what will other people think of us?

how will hold my head up?

everyone has their dignity, their pride?


In our CP course we have been learning about the pointless attempt to preserve al this

the ego, the false self, is a lost cause

what we think about ourselves – is not really real

what other think about us

reputation, status, image, qualifications, role, smart self-sufficient

The Denial of Death by Ernest Becker 1973

Because we cannot cope with the possibility of shame and our eventual death we want to live heroic lives – unconsciously deny that one day we will die

allowing our outer (illusory) lives to go feels like dying

e.g.  “Millionaire facing ruin shot wife and daughter and then killed himself”
Christopher Foster (wife Jill and daughter Kirstie (15yrs)) could not face the same of the repossession of his house the next day

‘he owed £2M, he realised that his life was a facade’ – not the first to take his life

all our lives are facades – what are we protecting?


Scapegoating others

what we would rather do is to shame others - Sir Fred Goodwin/bankers - makes us feel better 

But we do face . . . 

Failure, bankruptcy, aging, illness, marriage break up, disability, mental illness, the caustic comments of others - it can all feel like shame

Peter represents me and you

Jesus says to me: “So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.”  John 13.14
there is nothing to defend – True Self – indestructible and beloved by God


Peter represents the church

we somehow think that we have to protect our institutions above everything else

to preserve our reputation in the town

Jesus’ last teaching is to let it go – take the position of shame and no-one can get you

Jesus takes up the ultimate shameful position on the Cross

“My God, my God . . .  “

Is the dynamic that saves the world, and we are invited to become living icons of

Peter had his dignity and pride taken from him when he denied Jesus

Jesus loving restored him simply by asking him to love

It will be taken from you – why not just give it up?

